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BAUTISTA ANGELO, J.:

Thisis apetition for change of name filed before the Court of First Instance of Quezon City under Rule 103 of the
Rules of Court. Petitioner is Amada Lourdes Lerma Garcia who is represented by her natural mother Paz
Bonifacia Sufiga de Garcia. She desires to change her name to that of Amada Lourdes S. Lugue because her
natural father has recognized her as his child and she desires to adopt his surname.

No formal opposition was filed to the petition but during the trial the Solicitor General made it of record that he
was opposing the petition on two main grounds, to wit: (1) the basis of the petition is the fact that petitioner is the
recognized child of her alleged father and under Article 282 of the new Civil Code she has aready the right to
bear the surname of the father who has recognized her as his natural child; and (2) since judicial approval is
needed for such recognition under Article 281 of the same Code, the step she should take is not to file a petition
for a change of name but to institute an action to obtain such judicia approval. The tria court upheld this
contention and on the basis thereof denied the petition. Hence this appeal.

Petitioner was born out of wedlock. In accomplishing her birth certificate her natural parents declared therein;
names other than their true names to conceal their dishonor resultant from the arrival of a child out of wedlock.
The testimony of her mother and the sworn statement of her father were presented in evidence to show that
petitioner is their acknowledged natural child. Among other things, petitioner's mother Paz Bonifacia Sunga
testified that petitioner isliving with her in her residence; that she is using the name Maria Lourdes Garcia the last
of which she wants to change to Lugue in order to bear the family name of her natural father Amado Vargas
Lugue; that she has been recognized by Amado Lugue although there is no document nor judicial proceeding to
that effect;: that Amado L ugue gave permission to petitioner to adopt his family name as indicated on the petition
she signed at the Office of Judge Caluag; and that petitioner's natural father has been spending for her education
such aa paying for her books and school fees.

Considering the foregoing facts we are inclined to uphold the opposition of the government to the effect that the
appropriate remedy that petitioner should pursue is not to present a petition for change of name but to bring an
action for recognition since it is a fact established by her own evidence that her natural father has aready
recognized her as his natura child in the light of the provisions of Article 878 and 281 of the new Civil Code.
This objective she can easily accomplish there being willingness on the part of her parents to have her as their
natural child, and once this is accomplished she can then avail of the rights granted by law to a natura child one
of them being to bear the surname of her natural father.

Rule 103 of our Rules of Courts has been adopted for purposes other than the one sought for by petitioner in "the
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present proceeding. The procedure set by law for certain purposes should be delimited. One should not confuse or
misapply one procedure for ancther lest we create a confusion in the application of the proper remedy.

Wherefore, the resolution appealed from is affirmed, without costs.

Bengzon, C. J., Padilla, Labrador, Concepcion, Reyes, J. B. L., Barrera, Paredes, Dizon and De Leon, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-16085. November 29, 1961

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



