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NARVASA, C.J.:

The complaint which initiated the administrative case at bar, filed in 1972 by Perfecto Mendoza, charged Atty.
Alberto B. Mala with serious misconduct consisting of grossly and scandalously immoral acts. The complaint
alleged, more particularly, that sometime in 1971, respondent Mala being then detailed in the Office of the
Agrarian Counsel in Baliwag, Bulacan, and being then a boarder in the conjugal dwelling of complainant
Mendoza and his wife, Leticia Manalastas -- and during the complainant's sojourn in Camarines Sur which lasted
for some two (2) years -- respondent Mala and said Leticia Manalastas had and maintained illicit sexual relations
and cohabited openly, notoriously and scandalously; and that as a result of said relations Leticia Manalastas bore a
child who was thereafter baptized in the parish church of San Miguel and given the name of Alberto Mala, Jr.,
with the consent of respondent Mala.

Atty. Mala was required to answer the complaint but despite notice of that requirement, failed to do so within the
time appointed. The case was then referred by the Court to the Office of the Solicitor General in 1973, which
proceeded to receive the evidence of the complainant ex parte.

It was not until after the complainant had finished presenting his proofs and rested his case that Mala finally
appeared. He filed a motion for admission of his answer in July, 1974; and although his explanation for the long
delay in answering the complaint was inconsistent with an earlier one set forth in a motion for admission of a
"motion to dismiss," the Solicitor General's Office admitted his answer "upon broad grounds of justice and
equity," and, while denying his request to cross-examine the complainant's witnesses, allowed him to present his
own evidence.

The case was subsequently transferred by the Office of the Solicitor General to the Integrated Bar of the
Philippines; and the respondent completed the presentation of his testimonial and documentary evidence before
the Commission on Bar Discipline in May, 1990.

The evidence was in due course considered, analyzed and assessed by the IBP Board of Governors which
thereafter promulgated a Resolution on November 11, 1991, signed by all but one of its members, finding
respondent Mala guilty as charged -- ­this, notwithstanding the complainant's retraction of his complaint -- and
recommending the imposition on him of the penalty of suspension for a period of six (6) months and a warning of
more severe sanction to be imposed for a repetition "of his immoral failings as a responsible member of the bar."

This Court's own review of the evidence satisfies it that the same does indeed establish the material allegations of
the complaint, that respondent Mala has in truth committed the immoral acts imputed to him; that Mala's
proffered defenses are in fact untenable; and that no error of sufficient gravity is disclosed in the record to warrant
rejection of the report and recommendation of the IBP Board of Governors. The Court therefore approves and
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adopts the following conclusions of the IBP Board of Governors, to wit:

"From the evidence adduced, the adulterous relation of Atty. Alberto Mala with Leticia Manalastas Mala is
clearly proven which, considering his position as an attorney for the Agrarian Office of the locality when these
immoral acts were committed at his situs of service, caused public scorn and scandal *** (taking account of)
the moral norms of our society *** "

'In Mortel v. Aspiras (100 Phil. 586) this Court, following the rule in the United States, held that "the continued
possession *** of a good moral character is a requisite condition for the rightful continuance in the practice of the
law *** and its loss requires suspension or disbarment, even though the statutes do not specify that as a ground
for disbarment. It is important to note that the lack of moral character that we here refer to as essential is not
limited to good moral character relating to the discharge of the duties and responsibilities of an attorney at law.
The moral delinquency that affects the fitness of a member of the bar to continue as such includes conduct that
outrages the generally accepted moral standards of the community, conduct for instance, which makes "a mockery
of the inviolable social institution of marriage. In Mortel, the respondent being already married, wooed and won
the heart of a single, 21-year old teacher who subsequently cohabited with him and bore him a son. Because
respondent's conduct in Mortel was particularly morally repulsive, involving the marrying of his mistress to his
own son and thereafter cohabiting with the wife of his own son after the marriage he had himself arranged,
respondent was disbarred.’ (Cited in Cordova v. Cordova, Adm. Case 3249, November 29, 1989).

“It is evident, however, that the complainant and his wife reconciled and more children were born to them. The
unfortunate episode with the respondent apparently ended, hence the complainant executed an affidavit of
desistance exonerating the respondent, and this story has a happy ending. Be that as it is, to exonerate totally the
respondent and not give to him some lesson for scandalizing the noble profession to which he belongs will negate
the IBP's duty to police its ranks and the Supreme Court to punish the erring. The mitigating circumstances above
considered, a suspension from the practice of law for a period of six (6) months is recommended *** (with) a
warning ***.”

WHEREFORE, the Court DECLARES the respondent, Atty. Alberto B. Mala GUILTY of grave misconduct and
imposes on him the penalty of SUSPENSION from the practice of law for six (6) months with the warning that a
repetition by him of the same or similar misconduct will be dealt with more severely. Let notice of this decision
be spread in respondent's record as an attorney in this Court, and notice of the same served on the Integrated Bar
of the Philippines and on the Office of the Court Administrator for circulation to all the Courts concerned.

SO ORDERED.

Padilla, Regalado, and Nocon,JJ., concur.
Paras*, J., retired.

* Retired, as of July 4, 1992

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library Adm. Case No. 1129. July 27, 1992

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library Adm. Case No. 1129. July 27, 1992

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


