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GUIDELINES ON THE STRICT IMPLEMENTATION/OBSERVANCE OF
THE CLASSIFICATION REQUIREMENT FOR IMPORTED/BAREBOAT
CHARTERED INTERISLAND VESSELS

MIA OFFICE ORDER NO. 014-93, February 10, 1994

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/eac8a62f0cdb/

Pursuant to MARINA’s existing memorandum circulars/rules/regulations on importation/bareboat chartering of
vessels for interisland use and in support of the government’s thrust of providing safe/seaworthy shipping
services, the following guidelines are hereby instituted, viz:

I
Definition of Terms

1. Classification During Construction is a service almost always required by a shipowner in his contract with the
builder in order to establish for the owner and any other interested parties (such as charterer, shippers,
underwriters, future purchasers) that the vessel has been designed and constructed to recognized standards known
as Rules of the Classification Society applicable for the service intended. By definition, this certifies that a vessel
is structurally sound and mechanically fit to provide for the safety of the lives and cargoes it may carry.

2. Classification after Construction a service offered by the Classification Society whereby existing (e.g. second
hand) vessels that are either unclassed or transferring class from another society are documented through plans
approval, previous class history, if available, and a Condition Survey appropriate to the vessel’s age to determine
if the vessel is eligible to be classed with the Classification Society for the service intended.

3. Attestation is a document initially issued by the duly accredited/recognized ship classification society to
shipowners who intend to enter his vessel(s) into class with the society of his choice. This document is issued by
the classification society upon the request of the shipowner as a proof of his intent to class his vessel in
accordance with the rules and regulations of the society.

4. Condition Survey Report a report issued by the classification society which normally includes the following:

- Drydocking Survey

- Tailshaft Survey

- Special Hull Survey equivalent to vessel’s age

- Gaugings of Hull as required by the Special Survey

- Special Survey of Machinery and Electrical Equipment

- All outstanding recommendations from previous classification society, technical Review and condition survey
outstanding recommendation have been resolved.

5. Interim/Provisional Class Certificate a Certificate issued by the society to a vessel as proof that all surveys have
been dealt with to the satisfaction of the society’s surveyors in accordance with its rules and regulations
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irrespective of whether the vessel is a new building, existing secondhand vessel or there is change in the vessel’s
class designation.

6. Final Class Certificate a Certificate issued to a vessel that has satisfactorily passed all the classification
society’s surveys preparatory to its issuance.

7. Outstanding Recommendation are survey items which were noted by the surveyors as affecting a particular
vessel’s class status if not attended to at a date specified/set by the society. Ultimately, inaction on the part of the
shipowners can be a direct cause for the vessel’s withdrawal of class from the society.

8. Class Maintenance the conduct of regular classification surveys, such as the annual survey, periodical survey,
drydocking survey, special survey, etc. on all classed vessels to ensure continued fitness for service.

II
Importation/Chartering of Vessels for Interisland Use

1. The classification of vessels by locally or internationally accredited classification society shall be maintained as
post-approval condition on all approvals for importation/bareboat chartering of vessels for interisland use.

2. The Domestic Shipping Office (DSO) shall provide the Franchising Office (FO)/Maritime Regional Offices
(MROs) with copies of the foregoing approvals.

III

Issuance of SP/PA/CPC to Operate in the Interisland Trade

1. For vessels required to be classed, no Certificate of Public Convenience (CPC) shall be issued unless the Final
Class Certificate is submitted; however, interim/provisional authority to operate (SP/PA) may be issued prior to
submission of the Final Class Certificate subject to the submission of the following documents and the
duration/frequency of the issuance:

Authority to
Operate

Document

Duration/
Frequency of
Issuance

30-day PA

Condition
Survey
Report

Maximum of
one (1) month/
Issuance;
3 issuances

3-month PA
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Interim/ Provisional
Class
Certificate

Maximum of 3
months/
issuance;
3 issuances

No extension of provisional authority shall be granted after the period so stipulated herein shall have lapsed. An
applicant for CPC who fails to comply with the class requirement within a period of one (1) year from the time of
filing of the application shall lose his/her status as an oppositor to any application in the same route.

Application falling beyond the one (1) year period as above stipulated shall be dismissed without prejudice to the
re-filing of the same provided that the applicant shall submit as a requirement for acceptance a Condition Survey
Report.

2. If a Final Class Certificate is submitted, such document shall be prima facie evidence that the vessel is class
maintained if it is submitted within 12 months from issuance thereof. Otherwise, a certification from the pertinent
classification society showing that the vessel is class maintained shall be submitted. Said certification shall be
verified/validated by the TSO before acceptance of the same is made.

Corollarily, the drydocking schedule and list of survey status of the vessel may be submitted in lieu of the
certification from the classification society.

3. Attestations and Survey Reports prior to classification are not deemed sufficient compliance to the condition on
vessel classification; hence, no interim/provisional authority (SP/PA) or Certificate of Public Convenience (CPC)
shall be issued unless the documents as enumerated under Items 1 and 2 aforementioned have been submitted.

This Order shall take effect immediately.

Adopted:

(Sgd.) PACIENCIO M. BALBON, JR.
Administrator
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The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.
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