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MESSAGE

Proceedings before courts can take different forms that are governed by different rules. Motions are of many and
different kinds. The grounds by which they are either granted or denied are not to be found in any single law, or
rule, but must oftentimes be gleaned from pronouncements of the Supreme Court or inferred from what can be a
complicated process of reading rules together. While rules of procedure may, on first blush, appear to be
straightforward and uncomplicated, decisional law uncovers nuances and introduces subtleties that are far from
obvious.

To have a single volume by the side of the judges that has direct, but complete answers to the most frequently
raised questions – this was the inspiration behind this Benchbook. Drawing from its experience in other Asian
jurisdictions, the International Development Law Institute (IDLI) gallantly offered its services to the Supreme
Court which was happy to accept.

Bright minds in our judicial firmament shared their expertise. All of them are extremely busy people, but all did
their part to write out what they and IDLI believed would be of most help to our judges. This Benchbook is an
offering not only of scholarship, but also of camaraderie with our judges who, often distant from the myriad legal
and research sources available in Manila, must nevertheless apply the law and do justice in the islets and hamlets
of this Archipelago.

IDLI worked with the Philippine Judicial Academy, and we at PHILJA are happy that we can now make the
Benchbook available to our judges. There should be less reason now for uncertainty in matters pertaining to
remedial law principally, and, we hope, less reason to find judges remiss in their duty of applying the law
correctly, intelligently and judiciously.

A Benchbook however is not a magical answer. It is not some sorcerer’s tome. It must be used – often, and well!
IDLI and the PHILJA, the educational institution of the Supreme Court, now offer it to our judges. It is for them
to mine its riches and to put it to work to their advantage and to the advantage of all they serve.

May our trial judges feel a little bit more confident in the discharge of their awesome duties with the aid of the
Benchbook.

AMEURFINA A. MELENCIO HERRERA

Chancellor
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ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.
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