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PERFECTO, J.:

On December 27,1943, a petition was filed for the probate of the will of Carlos Gil, who died in Manila on
November 28, 1943.

Raoberto Toledo y Gil 111, a nephew of the deceased, filed an opposition, dated June 13, 1944, alleging that on the
day of the execution of the will the deceased was not in possession of his mental faculties, being serioudly ill and
under a state of coma, and the signature appearing in the will is not his, adding that the subsequent adoption of
Carlos Worrell, aso known as Carlos Gil, Jr., made by the deceased, worked as a revocation of the alleged will.

On June 17, 1944, the widow of the deceased filed a motion praying that the opposition be denied, upon the
ground that the opposition was filed out of time, and that it is a fact that the deceased has adopted as his son
Carlos Worrell or Carlos Gil, Jr., as attested to by the decree of adoption issued by the Court of First Instance of
Pampanga on April 15, 1940.

The oppositor replied, on June 30, 1944, praying that the decree of adoption be declared as a nullity, upon the
theory that the court which issued it acted without jurisdiction, because Carlos Worrell was of legal age at the
time of his adoption, and the jurisdiction of the court is limited to adoption of minors.

On July 21, 1944, the court issued an order denying the dismissal of the opposition and setting aside the adoption
of Carlos Worrell upon the theory that Courts of First Instance have no jurisdiction to decree the adoption of a
person of legal age.

Appea against the order is under our consideration. The whole controversy in this case revolves on whether the
lower court acted correctly in setting aside the decree of adoption, which was issued on April 15, 1940, more than
four years before the appealed order.

Whether or not the Court of First Instance of Pampanga committed an error in decreeing the adoption of a person
of legal age, the error, if any, could and should have been corrected by the same court, through reconsideration, or
by an appellate court, on appeal. The court had jurisdiction on matters of adoption. Any error in the exercise of
said jurisdiction cannot be attacked collaterally.

The lower court in this case acted beyond its jurisdiction in the testate proceedings in setting aside the decree of
adoption of Carlos Worrell.

The appealed order of the lower court, dated July 21, 1944, is reversed in so far as it declares null and void and
sets aside the decree of adoption of Carlos Worrell issued by the Court of First Instance of Pampanga on April 15,
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1940. No costs.

Feria, Pablo, Bengzon, and Tuason, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-254. April 30, 1948

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



