BILATERAL

AGREEMENT OF COLLABORATION ON THE MUTUAL RECOGNITION
OF HIGHER EDUCATION STUDIESAND ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
BETWEEN THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION OF THE
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPI...

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/e288d2926fd0/

The Commission on Higher Education of the Republic of the Philippines (henceforth: CHED) and the Ministry of
Education, Culture and Sports of the Kingdom of Spain (henceforth: MECD), hereinafter referred to singularly as
“the Signatory” and collectively as “the Signatories’;

DESIRING to further advance cooperation in the field of education in accordance with the Agreement on
Cultural, Sports and Educational Cooperation between the Republic of the Philippines and the Kingdom of Spain,
signed on 03 December 2007 in Madrid;

RECOGNIZING the importance of strengthening their countries’ cultural and educationa relations and of
promoting cooperation and exchanges between them;

Have agreed as follows:

1
PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF APPLICATION

- The purpose of this Agreement is to promote the mutual recognition of studies (including partial studies),
academic programs and academic correspondences, which have official validity within the respective educationa
systems of the Signatories and to facilitate access to each other’ s institutions of higher education.

- This Agreement is applicable to study programs that have official validity within the educational system of the
other Signatory, as well as to the certificates, transcripts, diplomas, and academic levels evidencing the said
studies in accordance with the legal systems of the Signatories.

2
UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS

- The Signatories shall recognize, in accordance with their domestic laws, the transcripts and official records
certifying that their corresponding nationals have successfully completed secondary education. Where students
meet the academic requirements of the education system of one of the Signatories in order to gain admission to a
university, the students may likewise be admitted, on the basis of reciprocity, to the universities of the other
Signatory.
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- This shall be without prejudice to compliance with the requirements, as the case may be, under their respective
domestic legal systems in the case of university studies where it is necessary to pass certain admission
reguirements, as well as adequate knowledge of the language in which classes are to be given.

3
RECOGNITION OF HIGHER EDUCATION STUDIES AND ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

- A Signatory shal, in accordance with its domestic laws, recognize the other Signatory’s official
higher-education programs followed at higher-education academic institutions. This recognition shall be
applicable in al cases where the said qualifications are equivalent in terms of academic level, and to the
conditions and contents laid down as compulsory in the study programs in force in the system of the Signatory
granting recognition.

- Recognition shall have such academic effects as are conferred by each Signatory on its own officia
qualifications, without prejudice to compliance with al non-academic requirements that must be met in
accordance with their respective domestic laws.

- If the studies and study programs completed in the education system of one Signatory do not have a direct
equivalent in the education system of the other Signatory, such other Signatory shall recognize the corresponding
academic level in accordance with its own legidation.

- For these purposes, Annex | to this Agreement contains the structure of the university studies of each of the
Signatories.

- The officially recognized Universities and Higher Education Institutions for each Signatory shall be as follows:

- For the Philippine side, those higher-education academic centres authorized by the Commission on Higher
Education of the Philippines, as stated in the Education Acts and further regulations; and

- For the Spanish side, those defined at Article 3 of the Ley Organica 6/2001, of December 21, of Universities,
Ley Organica 4/2007, of April 12, and authorized by the Spanish Ministry of Education.

Both Signatories shall present to each other, in due time, with the lists of officialy-recognized universities and
higher education institutions. For initial purposes of this Agreement, the list of Spanish universitiesisincluded in
Annex I, and the list of Philippine universitiesisincluded in Annex I11.

- Under no circumstances shall such recognitions apply to professional accreditation.

4
RECOGNITION OF PARTIAL STUDIES

The recognition of partia studies or training of a particular type, level or branch of studies, where evidenced by
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way of a certificate, shall be carried out on the basis of the courses or materials that have been passed, and in
accordance with the education system and framework of the receiving country.

5
MASTER'SAND DOCTORAL STUDIES

- The universities of both Signatories may admit students who have qualified under the education system of the
other Signatory to study official Master’s or Doctoral Degrees, if:

- It is verified that the study programs correspond to a level of education and training that is equivalent to those
that give access in each country to official Master’s and Doctora programs; and

- The required admission and conferment criteria are met.

- Such admission shall not amount to recognition, accreditation or homologation of the prior degree obtained in
the other country, or to recognition thereof for any purposes other than admission to the Master’s and Doctora
programs.

6
ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN UNIVERSITIES

- The Universities of both countries may, by way of arrangements and in accordance with their regulations,
deliver joint study programs leading to joint or double degree programs.

- The Signatories shall promote the execution of Agreements between their universities in order to develop joint
post-graduate programs.

- The preparation, requirements and approval of these programs shall be carried out in accordance with the
regulations of each of the Signatories.

7
UPDATING OF EQUIVALENCE TABLES

- The Signatories shall implement the necessary measures to update and review the equivalence tables which are
included in the Annex 1. For this purpose a system for exchange of information on their respective education
systems and study plans shall be set up through the Working Group under Point 9 of this Agreement.

- Theinclusion of any amendments that may be necessary in the future as aresult of any innovations that may be
introduced into the current education systems shall be performed by the means mentioned in Point 11 (2).

8
REQUIRED DOCUMENTS
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- For the recognition of the studies evidenced by certificates, transcripts, records or academic levels referred to in
the above paragraphs, it shall be necessary to submit the official document evidencing the studies.

- All documents submitted must be duly legalized by the authorities of both the issuing and receiving countries.

9
WORKING GROUP

- A Working Group is hereby established to:
- Facilitate the implementation of this Agreement;

- Recommend, as the case may be, any reforms that may be necessary, for the implementation of this Agreement;
and

- Perform other functions as may be deemed necessary by the Signatories.

- The Working Group shall be composed of three (3) representatives from each Signatory and shall meet upon
reguest of either Signatory, and at least once every two (2) years alternately in the territory of each Signatory, or
through electronic procedures.

10
CONSULTATIONS

Should there be any divergence on the interpretation or implementation of this Agreement, the Signatories shall
immediately consult with each other to settle the matter amicably.

11
ENTRY INTO FORCE

- This Agreement shall come into effect on the date the Philippine Signatory notifies its entry into force to the
Spanish Signatory.

- Any amendment or revision to the text shall be done in writing through consent of both Signatories.

- This Agreement shall be valid for an indefinite period of time, unless a Signatory expresses in writing its
intention to terminate it at least a hundred and eighty days (180) prior to the intended date of termination.

This Agreement is made in duplicate, in the English and Spanish languages, both texts being equally authentic
Signed in Manila, on the 23[rd] day of October 2012.

For the
Commission on Higher Education of the
Republic of the Philippines:
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For the
Ministry of Education of the
Kingdom of Spain

(Sgd.) PatriciaB. Licuanan

(Sgd.) Jorge Domecq Fernandez de Bobadilla
Chairperson

Ambassador of Spain to the Philippines

Entry into Force: June 11, 2013
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Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.
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