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FERNANDO, C.J.:

This is an appeal by the Republic of the Philippines from a lower court decision granting the petition for
naturalization of appellee Alfonso P. Bichara. The reversal of such decision was based on the alleged lack of
competence of the witnesses for the applicant and on his failing to conduct himself in a proper and irreproachable
manner during the entire period of his residence in this country. The case was submitted for decision without
oppositor-appellant's reply brief.

On March 11, 1982, there was a Manifestation and Motion by the Office of the Solicitor General.[1] It alleged: "1.
The Republic of the Philippines has appealed to this Honorable Court the decision in Naturalization Case No. 104
of the Court of First Instance of Albay (Branch II-Legaspi City) dated August 10, 1972 granting Philippine
citizenship to [Alfonso P. Bichara]; 2. During the pendency of the appeal, said [Alfonso P. Bichara] filed an
application for naturalization under Letter of Instructions No. 270, and upon recommendation of the Special
Committee on Naturalization, he was granted Philippine citizenship on April 20, 1976 pursuant to Presidential
Decree No. 923. * * *."[2] Such Manifestation and Motion included copies of his Oath of Allegiance[3] and the
Certificate of Naturalization.[4] The prayer was for the withdrawal of the appeal.

Appellant Republic having by its own act admitted to citizenship applicant Alfonso P. Bichara, its plea that the
case had become moot and academic is in order.

WHEREFORE, the appeal is dismissed.

Barredo, Aquino, Guerrero, Abad Santos, De Castro, and Escolin, JJ., concur.
Concepcion, Jr., J., on leave.

[1] Solicitor General Estelito P. Mendoza was assisted by Assistant Solicitor General Eulogio Raquel-Santos.

[2] Manifestation and Motion, 1.

[3] Annex 1.

[4] Annex 2.

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 2

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-37243. May 31, 1982

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 2

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org


