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GUIDELINES IN SETTING AND COMMUNICATING SECURITY LEVEL
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Adopted: 31 July 2015
Date Filed: 05 August 2015
Pursuant to EO No. 311; Chapter XI-2 IMO SOLAS 1974; The IMO ISPS Code; the IMO MSC Circular 1132 -
Guidance Relating to the Implementation of SOLAS Chapter XI-2; DOTC Department Order No. 2004-29; the
National Security Program for Sea Transport and Maritime Infrastructure (NSPSTMI), the Office for
Transportation Security (OTS) adopts the following guidelines:

I. PURPOSE

To prescribe guidelines for setting and communicating security levels

II. COVERAGE

A.

Philippine registered ships engaged in international and/or domestic voyage;

B.

Philippine ports catering to ships engaged in international and/or domestic voyage.

III. DEFINITION

Security Level 1 – the level for which minimum appropriate protective security measures shall be maintained at
all times

Security Level 2 – the level for which appropriate additional protective security measures shall be maintained for
a period of time as a result of heightened risk of a security incident

Security Level 3 – the level for which further specific protective security measures shall be maintained for a
limited period of time when a security incident is probable or imminent, although it may not be possible to
identify the specific target

IV. POLICIES AND GUIDELINES

A.

OTS, as the Designated Authority/Administration, sets the security level for ports within the Philippine territory
and for all Philippine flag ships.
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B.

Unless otherwise declared, all ports within Philippine territory and Philippine flag ships operate at Security Level
1.

C.

Any change in security level shall be declared by OTS through a Transportation Security Advisory (TSA).

D.

The TSA shall be communicated to Company Security Officers (CSO) and Port Facility Security Officers (PFSO)
through fastest means available (e.g. email, fax, text message). The PFSO and CSO shall provide OTS contact
details (e-mail address, facsimile number, cell phone number) for communication purposes.

E.

The CSO shall be responsible in the dissemination of the TSA to the SSO.

F.

The PFSO and CSO shall acknowledge receipt of TSA and immediately implement additional security measures
consistent with the set security level; and same shall be reported to OTS.

G.

In case of security situation that does not warrant the raising of security level, the PFSO, CSO and SSO may adopt
higher security measures as deemed necessary to address said security situation. This should be reported
immediately to OTS.

H.

Any query or request for information on security level may be directed to OTS (Tefax: 8537964 [24 hrs.]; OTS
Hotline: (0915) 315-5377; e-mail iob_tsoc@yahoo.com.

V. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

A.

Construction. The provisions herein shall be liberally construed in order to promote its maritime security
objectives.

B.

Reservation. Nothing herein shall be construed as precluding OTS, through its Administrator, from
implementing/enforcing the provisions enunciated herein; and from prescribing other requirements to meet the
constantly evolving challenges in maritime security.
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C.

Amendments – Nothing in this circular shall restrict the authority of OTS, through its Administrator, to modify,
amend or repeal any provision of this circular by subsequent issuances.

D.

Repeal – All orders, rules and regulations and issuances, or parts hereof, which are inconsistent with this circular,
are hereby accordingly repealed or modified.

E.

Separability – If any provision or section of this circular is declared null and void by competent authority, the
remaining provisions thereof shall not be affected and shall remain in full force and effect.

F.

Effectivity – This circular shall take effect fifteen (15) days following its publication in the Official Gazette or
newspaper of general circulation. A copy of this circular shall be deposited with the University of the Philippines
Law Center, in compliance with the Revised Administrative Code.

(SGD) COMMO ROLAND S RECOMONO AFP (RET)
Administrator
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Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.
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