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A. Coverage

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 195, and its implementing rules and regulations, and to ensure the adequate
protection to Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) as mandated under Presidential Decree No. 1694, as amended
by Presidential Decree No. 1809, all OFWs recruited for employment abroad shall be compulsorily covered by the
Medical Care Program for Overseas Filipino Workers and their dependents.

All departing OFWs under the following classification shall be covered by this issuance:

1. Workers recruited and placed by licensed land-based and manning agencies

2. Workers deployed by the Philippine Overseas Employment Administration (POEA)-Government Placement
Branch

3. Direct Hires/Name Hires

4. Balik-Manggagawa (vacationing OFWs) whose program coverage is due for renewal

B. Exemption

1. The compulsory coverage, however, shall not apply to OFWs who are active members of PHIC. OFWs seeking
exemption from the Medical Care Program for OFWs should show proof of payment to PHIC of the annual
contribution of Nine Hundred Pesos (P900.00).

2. Other documentary requirements:

- OFWs who are processing their travel documents themselves shall present the following documents:

- PHIC Bank receipt showing annual contribution

- OFWs processing their travel documents through the recruitment agency shall submit the following documents:

- Endorsement Letter signed by the authorized officer of the agency (i.e. General Manager or President)

- A copy of POEA's request for Processing, and

- PHIC Bank Receipt showing annual contribution

- OFWs who are PHIC members and are paying Medicare premium through Automatic Debit Arrangement
(ADA) shall submit the following documents as proof of payment in lieu of the Official Receipt:

- Photocopy of the Bank Book; or

- Certification from the bank that the OFW has availed of the ADA;or

- Bank Statement reflecting PHIC payment

- OFWs who are SSS/GSIS pensioners shall submit the following documents:

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 3

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



- Retired employee shall be required to present a Certification from the PHIC regarding his Medicare coverage.
Military personnel who avail of the early retirement below 56 years old shall be exempted only if they paid 120
months in Medicare premium payments.

- OFWs recruited by Service Contractor

This shall cover OFWs who are deployed for overseas work by a Filipino company. Since the service contractor is
regularly remitting Medicare premium contribution to PHIC, the current mode of payment shall be maintained.

Upon application for exemption, the service contractor shall be required to submit the following documents:

- POEA License

- Letter of Intent to pay PHIC the Medicare premium of the deployed OFWs on site

- Philippine Health Remittance Form #3 (RF-1) Quarterly Remittance Report

- Philippine Health Bank Receipt (PBR)

Application for annual Medicare exemption for service contractor shall be made on the 2nd quarter of the current
year. Upon receipt of the documents, a List of the OFWs processed and employed by the service contractor for the
previous year shall be requested from the POEA. This document shall be counter checked with the RF-1. An
evaluation Report shall be prepared by the staff and noted by the Chief of the Registration and Management
Information System Division. This report shall be endorsed to the Program Manager of the Medicare Program
Management Office which shall serve as basis for granting the exemption from payment of the contribution. The
annual Exemption Certificate shall be effective from the 2nd quarter of the current year to the 2nd quarter of the
following year.

Should the evaluator arrive at a negative finding, the following action shall be taken against the service contractor:

- Non-issuance of the Medicare Exemption;

- Immediate payment of Medicare premium for OFW who were deployed without the Medicare coverage under
the OWWA Medicare Program; and

- Referral of the case for action by the appropriate authorities.

This Memorandum of Instructions takes effect immediately.

Adopted: 02 Jan. 2001

(SGD.) ELEUTERIO N. GARDINER
Administrator
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Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.
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