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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in Legislature assembled and by the
authority of the same:

SECTION 1. Section eleven hundred and seventy-two of the Administrative Code is hereby amended to read as
follows:

"SEC. 1172. Certificate of Philippine register.—Upon registration of a vessel of domestic ownership, and of
more than fifteen tons gross, a certificate of Philippine register shall beissued for it. If the vessel is of domestic
ownership and of fifteen tons gross or less, the taking of the certificate of Philippine register shall be optional
with the owner.

"Domestic ownership," as used in this section, means ownership vested in some one or more of the following
classes of persons: (a) Citizens or native inhabitants of the Philippine Islands; (b) citizens of the United States
residing in the Philippine Islands; (c) any corporation or company composed wholly of citizens of the
Philippine Islands or of the United States or of both, created under the laws of the United States, or of any
State thereof, or of the Philippine Islands, provided some duly authorized officer thereof, or the managing
agent or master of the vessel resides in the Philippine Islands.

"Any vessel of more than fifteen gross tons which on February eighth, nineteen hundred and eighteen, had a
certificate of Philippine register under existing law, shall likewise be deemed a vessel of domestic ownership
so long as there shall not be any change in the ownership thereof nor any transfer of stock of the companies or
corporations owning such vessel to persons not included under the last preceding paragraph.”

SEC. 2. Section eleven hundred and seventy-six of the same Act is hereby amended to read as follows:

"SEC. 1176. Investigation, into character of vessel.—No application for a certificate of Philippine register shall
be approved until the collector of customs is satisfied from an inspection of the vessel that it is engaged or
destined to be engaged in legitimate trade and that it is of domestic ownership as such ownership is defined in
section eleven hundred and seventy-two of this Code.

"The collector of customs may at any time inspect a vessel or examine its owner, master, crew, or passengers
in order to ascertain whether the vessel is engaged in legitimate trade and is entitled to have or retain the
certificate of Philippine register."

SEC. 3. Section twelve hundred and two of the same Act is hereby amended to read as follows:

"SEC. 1202. Limiting number of foreign officers and engineers on board vessels—No Philippine vessel operating
in the coast wise trade or on the high seas shall be permitted to have on board more than one master or one mate
and one engineer who are not citizens of the United States or of the Philippine Islands, even if they hold licenses
under section one thousand one hundred and ninety-nine hereof. No other person who is not a citizen of the
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United States or of the Philippine Islands shall be an officer or a member of the crew of such vessel. Any such
vessel which fails to comply with the terms of this section shall be required to pay an additional tonnage tax of
fifty centavos per net ton per month during the continuance of said failure.”

SEC. 4. This Act shall take effect on its approval.
Approved, February 23, 1918.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library Act No. 2761, February 23, 1918

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



