PRESIDENTIAL DECREES - JANUARY 16, 1981

PENALIZING OBSTRUCTION OF APPREHENSION AND PROSECUTION
OF CRIMINAL OFFENDERS.

PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 1829, January 16, 1981
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WHEREAS, crime and violence continue to proliferate despite the sustained vigorous efforts of the government to
effectively contain them;

WHEREAS, to discourage public indifference or apathy towards the apprehension and prosecution of criminal
offenders, it is necessary to penalize acts which obstruct or frustrate or tend to obstruct or frustrate the successful
apprehension and prosecution of criminal offenders;

NOW, THEREFORE, |, FERDINAND E. MARCOS, President of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested
in me by law do hereby decree and order the following:

SECTION 1. The penalty of prision correctional in its maximum period, or a fine ranging from 1,000 to 6,000
pesos, or both, shall be imposed upon any person who knowingly or wilfully obstructs, impedes, frustrates or
delays the apprehension of suspects and the investigation and prosecution of criminal cases by committing any of
the following acts:

- preventing witnesses from testifying in any criminal proceeding or from reporting the commission of any
offense or the identity of any offender/s by means of bribery, misrepresentation, deceit, intimidation, force or
threats;

- atering, destroying, suppressing or concealing any paper, record, document, or object, with intent to impair its
verity, authenticity, legibility, availability, or admissibility as evidence in any investigation of or official
proceedingsin, criminal cases, or to be used in the investigation of, or official proceedingsin, criminal cases;

- harboring or concealing, or facilitating the escape of, any person he knows, or has reasonable ground to believe
or suspect, has committed any offense under existing penal laws in order to prevent his arrest, prosecution and
conviction;

- publicly using a fictitious name for the purpose of concealing a crime, evading prosecution or the execution of a
judgment, or concealing his true name and other personal circumstances for the same purpose or purposes,

- delaying the prosecution of criminal cases by obstructing the service of process or court orders or disturbing
proceedings in the fiscal's offices, in Tanodbayan, or in the courts;

- making, presenting or using any record, document, paper or object with knowledge of its falsity and with intent
to affect the course or outcome of the investigation of, or official proceedingsin, criminal cases;

- soliciting, accepting, or agreeing to accept any benefit in consideration of abstaining from, discontinuing, or
impeding the prosecution of acriminal offender;

- threatening directly or indirectly another with the infliction of any wrong upon his person, honor or property or
that of any immediate member or members of his family in order to prevent such person from appearing in the

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 3
Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 1829, January 16, 1981

investigation of, or official proceedings in, criminal cases, or imposing a condition, whether lawful or unlawful, in
order to prevent a person from appearing in the investigation of or in official proceedingsin, criminal cases,

- giving of false or fabricated information to mislead or prevent the law enforcement agencies from apprehending
the offender or from protecting the life or property of the victim; or fabricating information from the data gathered
in confidence by investigating authorities for purposes of background information and not for publication and
publishing or disseminating the same to mislead the investigator or the court.

If any of the acts mentioned herein is penalized by any other law with a higher penalty, the higher penalty shall be
imposed.

SEC. 2. If any of the foregoing acts is committed by a public official or employee, he shal in addition to the
penalties provided thereunder, suffer perpetual disqualification from holding public office.

SEC. 3. This Decree shall take effect immediately.

Donein the City of Manila, this 16th day of January, in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and eighty-one.

(Sgd.) FERDINAND E. MARCOS
President of the Philippines

By the President:

(Sgd.) JUAN C. TUVERA

Presidential Executive Assistant

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 1829, January 16, 1981

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



