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TO:

ALL JUDGES OF THE METROPOLITAN TRIAL COURTS, MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURTS IN CITIES,
MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURTS, MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL COURTS AND SHARP A CIRCUIT
COURTS

SUBJECT :

RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 10709 (AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR THIRTY (30) DAYS FORFEITABLE LEAVE PRIVILEGES ANNUALLY TO ALL
JUDGES OF THE FIRST LEVEL COURTYS)

In the Resolution dated 31 May 2016 in A.M. No. 04-9-04-SC (Re: Grant of Thirty [30] Days Forfeitable Leave
Credits to All First Level Court Judges as the Second Level Court Judges Have), the Court En Banc resolved to
approve the draft Rules and Regulations for the Implementation of Republic Act No. 10709, effective 9 February
2016, which is hereby quoted as follows:

"RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE

IMPLEMENTATION OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 10709 (AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR THIRTY [30] DAY S FORFEITABLE LEAVE
PRIVILEGES ANNUALLY TO ALL JUDGES OF THE FIRST
LEVEL COURTY)

COVERAGE

These guidelines shall apply to all Judges of the Metropolitan Trial Courts, Municipal Trial Courts in Cities,
Municipal Trial Courts, Municipal Circuit Trial Courts and Shari‘a Circuit Courts.

PURPOSE

To set out the rules and procedures to be observed regarding the implementation of the grant of thirty (30) days
forfeitable leave with pay to Judges of the First Level Courts, as provided under Republic Act No. 107009.

GUIDELINESFOR AVATL M ENT OF FORFEITABLE LEAVE

- In addition to the fifteen (15) days vacation leave and fifteen (15) days sick leave privilege provided by law,
Judges of the First Level Courts shall earn thirty (30) days forfeitable leave credits with pay starting in the
month of February to coincide with the date of effectivity of Republic Act No. 10709;

- The forfeitable leave can be availed of from February 1 up to January 21 of the following year, exclusive of
Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays,
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- The entitlement to forfeitable leave by newly appointed Judges of the First Level Courts shall depend on the
date of their assumption to duty. Hence, those who are appointed on or before the month of February of the
year shall be entitled to 30 days forfeitable leave; those appointed in March shall be entitled to 27.5.days
forfeitable leave; those appointed in April shall be entitled to 25 days forfeitable |eave; those appointed in May
shall be entitled to 22.5 days forfeitable leave; and so on, with the decrease of 2.5 days every month until the
end of the year;

- First Level Court Judges shall no longer be entitled to Special Leave Privileges pursuant to Section 21, Rule
XVI of the Omnibus Rules on Leave; and

- This forfeitable leave privilege given annualy to the First Level Court Judges is non-cumulative and non-
convertible to cash.”

Please be guided accordingly.
22 July 2016

(SGD.) JOSE MIDAS P. MARQUEZ
Court Administrator
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Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.
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