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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. Section twenty-seven hundred fifty-one of the Revised Administrative Code, as amended, is further
amended to rend as follows:

"SEC. 2751. Unlawful occupation or destruction of public forest.&mdashWithout the written permission of the
Director of Forestry or his duly authorized representative, it shall be unlawful for any person willfully to enter
upon any public forest, proclaimed timberland, communal forest, communal pasture, and forest reserve and
occupy the same, or to make 'caiñgin' therein or in any manner destroy such forest or part thereof, or to cause
any damage to the timber stand and other forest products and forest growth found therein, or to assist, aid or
abet any other person so to do. It shall also be unlawful for any person negligently to permit a fire which has
been set upon his own premises to be communicated, with destructive results, to any of the public forests
herein above described. Any person violating this section shall suffer—

"(a) If the offense is committed within a proclaimed timberland or communal forest or communal pasture, a
fine , of six times the regular government charges upon the timber or other forest products so unlawfully
destroyed, in addition thereto, imprisonment for not less than six months nor more than one year;
"(b) If the offense is committed within a forest reserve, a fine of eight times the regular government charges on
the timber or other forest products so unlawfully destroyed, and in addition thereto, imprisonment for not less
than six months nor more than one year and six months;
"(c) If the offense is committed in any of the public forests, other than those mentioned under subsections (a)
and (b) hereof, a fine equivalent to four times the regular government charges upon the timber or other forest
products so unlawfully destroyed, and in addition thereto imprisonment for not less than three months nor
more than six months.

"In all cases falling under this section, the court shall, upon conviction, order the eviction of the offender from
the land, and the forfeiture to the Government of any construction or improvement made thereon. If the area is
reforested or under reforestation, the court shall, in addition to the penalties herein provided, sentence the
accused to pay the government four times the actual damages sustained as determined by the value of plantings
and improvements destroyed and the detriment to the land and vegetation thereof.

"No person who has occupied any portion of these forests in good faith for more than five years prior to June
8, 1939 shall be subject to the penalty prescribed herein and should the area so occupied be found to be more
fitted for agricultural than for timber purposes, the same may be disposed of in favor of the actual occupant or
occupants under the provisions of Commonwealth Act Numbered One hundred and forty-one.

"Whenever a land of the public domain is burned or the timber therein cut or destroyed without license or
permit, the actual occupant shall be presumed to have burned or cut or destroyed its timber.

"Actual occupant' as used in this Act shall mean any person who occupies the area for residential purposes,
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cultivates the land, makes improvements, or derives profits from the land in any manner whatsoever.

"Any person who employs or induces another to commit acts in violation of the provisions of this section shall
likewise be punished.

"Representatives, agents or employees of the Bureau of Forestry and the Reforestation Administration who fail
to report and/or prosecute criminally persons who destroy trees and other forest products within their
jurisdiction shall be punished by a fine of not less than two hundred pesos, or imprisonment of not less than
one month nor more than six months, or both fine and imprisonment in the discretion of the court, and in
addition, shall be automatically dismissed from the service."

SEC. 2. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

Approved, June 22, 1963.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library REPUBLIC ACT NO. 3701, June 22, 1963

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library REPUBLIC ACT NO. 3701, June 22, 1963

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


