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TO: THE JUDGES AND CLERKS OF COURT OF THE FIRST AND SECOND LEVEL COURTS, THE
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF STATE PROSECUTOR, THE PUBLIC ATTORNEYS OFFICE AND THE
INTEGRATED BAR OF THE PHILIPPINES

SUBJECT: NON-SUSPENSION OF THE CONTINUOUS TRIAL SYSTEM IN ALL COURTS PURSUANT
TO THE RESOLUTION DATED 26 JUNE 2018 IN A.M. NO. 18-03-09-SC (RE: LETTER OF SECRETARY
VITALIANO N. AGUIRRE II, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE RELATIVE TO THE REQUEST OF THE
PROSECUTORS LEAGUE OF THE PHILIPPINES [PLP] AND THE CHIEF PROSECUTORS ASSOCIATION
OF THE PHILIPPINES [CIPROSA])

Pursuant to the 26 June 2018 Resolution in A.M. No. 18- 03-09-SC (Re: Letter of Secretary Vitaliano N. Aguirre
II, Department of Justice Relative to the Request of the Prosecutors League of the Philippines [PLP] and the Chief
Prosecutors Association of the Philippines [CIPROSA]), the Court En Bane NOTED the letter of Secretary
Aguirre II, but DENIED the request of the concerned PLP and CIPROSA for the suspension of'the continuous
trial system in all courts, the relevant portions of which are quoted hereunder as follows:

In fine, the request of the CIPROSA and the PLP to suspend the full implementation of the continuous trial
system cannot be granted because the Supreme Court has no power to suspend the effectivity of the substantive
law on continuous trial, which upholds the constitutional right of all persons to speedy disposition of their
cases. Shortage of competent and efficient lawyers, court officers and employees in urban areas, more so in
rural areas, has been a problem since time immemorial. It is a sad commentary that the two- decade old Speedy
Trial Act of 1998, which was envisioned to uphold the right of all persons to speedy, impartial and public trial,
has been honored in breach more than in practice. To accept lack of prosecutors and heavy pressure of work as
justification to suspend the full implementation of the continuous trial system, which has been in effect since
1990, will inevitably worsen the problems of delay in the administration of justice and court docket congestion
. After all, regarded as mandatory by their very nature, "rules prescribing the time within which certain acts
must be done, or certain proceedings taken, are considered absolutely indispensable to the prevention of
needless delays and the orderly and speedy discharge of judicial business."

WHEREFORE, the Letter of Department of Justice Secretary Vitaliano N. Aguirre II relative to the request of
the Prosecutors League of the Philippines and the Chief Prosecutors Association of the Philippines is duly
NOTED and will be taken into account in the amendment or revision of Rules of Procedure, but the request for
the suspension of the continuous trial system in all courts is DENIED. (Emphasis underlined)

For your information, guidance and strict compliance.

20 July 2018

(SGD.) JOSE MIDAS P. MARQUEZ
Court Administrator

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 2

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library OCA CIRCULAR NO. 158-2018, July 20, 2018

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 2

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org


