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Be it enacted by the National Assembly of the Philippines:

SECTION 1. At the end of section five of Commonwealth Act Numbered Fifty-seven, known as the Charter of
the City of Iloilo, as amended by Commonwealth Act Numbered One hundred and fifty-eight, is added the
following paragraph:

"The territorial jurisdiction of the City of Iloilo shall also include the present territory of the municipality of
Jaro, which shall cease to exist as such, to form a part of said city, on the date that the President of the
Philippines may set by proclamation."

SEC. 2. Sections seven, nine, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, and eighteen of the same Act, as amended, are further
amended, to read as follows:

"SEC. 7. Relations between the City of Iloilo and the provincial government of Iloilo.— For election purposes,
the City of Iloilo shall continue as part of the Second Assembly District of the Province of Iloilo. The voters of
said City of Iloilo shall take part in the election of the provincial officers of Iloilo, but the latter shall have no
jurisdiction over the City of Iloilo and the officers thereof."

"SEC. 9. The Acting Mayor—Definitive vacancy.— In the event of the temporary incapacity or absence of the
Mayor, or in the event of a definitive vacancy in the position of Mayor, the President of the Philippines shall
designate the person to occupy it temporarily. The acting-Mayor shall have the same powers and duties and
shall receive the same compensation as that of the Mayor.

"In case of a definitive vacancy, the President, with the consent of the Commission on Appointments, shall
appoint one to fill the position for the unexpired portion of the term".

"SEC. 14. Constitution and organization of the Municipal Board.—The Municipal Board shall be the legislative
body of the city and shall consist of the City Mayor and eight councilors, four of them to be appointed by the
President of the Philippines, with the consent of the Commission on Appointments, and the other four to be
elected by popular vote. The City Mayor shall act as Chairman of the Board. Until the next general elections,
the positions of the four elective councilors shall be filled in the same manner as those of the appointive
councilors. The Chairman of the Board shall preside over all sessions thereof at which he is present and shall
have the right to vote on all matters submitted to the Board. In his absence, the members present shall elect one
to preside at the sessions of the Board as temporary chairman. The Chairman of the Board shall sign all
ordinances and resolutions and motions. directing the payment of money or creating liability. In case of
sickness or absence of any member of the Board, or if it becomes necessary to maintain a quorum, the
President of the Philippines shall appoint a temporary substitute who shall hold office, possess all the rights,
receive the emoluments and discharge all the duties in connection therewith until the return to duty of the sick
or absent member.

"The President of the Philippines, with the consent of the Commission on Appointments, shall fill for the rest
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of the term all the permanent vacancies taking place in the Municipal Board.

"The City Mayor shall discharge his duties in the Board without additional compensation. The other members
shall each receive a per diem of ten pesos for each day of attendance at the session of the Board."

"SEC. 15. Qualification, election, suspension and removal of the elective members of the Board.—The elective
members of the Municipal Board shall be elected at large from the entire city, and each of them at the time of
his election shall be a resident for at least one year and a qualified elector of the city and not less than
twenty-three years of age. Such members may be suspended or removed from office under the same
circumstances, in the same manner and with the same effect, as the elective provincial officers, and the
provisions of law providing for the suspension or removal of elective provincial officers are made effective for
the suspension or removal of said members of the Board. Insofar as they are applicable, all the provisions of
the Election Law are made effective as to elective members of the Board and to their election, to the same
extent as if the City of Iloilo were a province and the election of said members were the election of the
members of the Provincial Board.

"A plurality shall be sufficient for the election and any tie shall be decided by lot by the Municipal Board of
Canvassers.

"The first election under this Charter shall take place on the date of the general elections immediately after the
approval of this Act."

"SEC. 16. Appointment and duties of secretary of Board.—The Board shall have a secretary who shall be
appointed by its Chairman to serve during the term of office of said Chairman. The vacancy in the office of
secretary shall be filled temporarily or for the unexpired portion of the term in like manner. The secretary shall
be in charge of the records of the Municipal Board. He shall keep a full record of the proceedings of the Board
and file all documents relating thereto; and shall record in a book kept for the purpose, all ordinances, and all
resolutions and motions directing the payment of money or creating liability with the dates of approval of the
same, and of the publication of the ordinances; shall keep a seal, circular in form, with the inscription
"Municipal Board—City of Iloilo' and affix the same, with his signature, to all ordinances and all official acts of
the Board, which he shall present for signature to the Chairman. He shall cause each ordinance passed to be
published. He shall furnish, on demand, certified copies of all records of public character in his charge, and
collect and receive therefor such fees as may be prescribed by ordinance or resolution of the Board; and shall
keep his office and all records therein which are not of a confidential character open to public inspection
during the usual business hours. His compensation as secretary shall be fixed by the Board at not exceeding
two thousand four hundred pesos a year."

"SEC. 18. Method of transacting business by the Board—Veto, authentication and publication of ordinances.
—Unless the Secretary of the Interior orders otherwise, the Board shall hold two ordinary sessions every week
for the transaction of business on days which it shall fix by resolution, and such special sessions not exceeding
ten during any one year as may be called by the Mayor, except the sessions provided in section thirty-seven of
this Charter. It shall sit with open doors unless otherwise ordered by the affirmative vote of four members. It
shall keep a record of its proceedings and determine its rules of procedure not herein set forth. Five members
of the Board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business and four affirmative votes shall be
necessary for the passage of any ordinance, resolution or motion. The ayes and nays shall be taken and
recorded upon tha passage of all ordinances, upon all resolutions or motions directing the payment of money or
creating liability, and at the request of any member, upon any other resolution or motion. Each ordinance
enacted by the Board and each resolution or motion directing the payment of money or creating liability shall
be forwarded to the Mayor for his approval. Within ten days after the receipt of the ordinance, resolution or
motion, the Mayor shall return it with his approval or veto. If he does not return it within that time, it shall be
deemed to be approved. If he returns it with his veto, his reasons therefor in writing shall accompany it. It may
then be again enacted by the affirmative votes of two thirds of the members of the Board. The Mayor shall
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have the power to veto any particular item or items of an appropriation ordinance or of an ordinance, resolution
or motion directing the payment of money or creating liability, but the veto shall not affect the item or items to
which he did not object. The item or items objected to shall not take effect in the manner heretofore provided
in this section as to ordinances, resolutions or motions returned to the Board with his veto. Each approved
ordinance, and each resolution or motion directing the payment of money or creating liability which may be
passed shall be sealed with the city seal, signed by the Chairman of the Board and the secretary, recorded in a
book kept for that purpose, published within ten days after its approval, and if no date is fixed in the same, it
shall take effect and be in force on the twentieth day following its publication."

SEC. 3. The last paragraph of section sixty-eight of the same Act, as reformed, is further amended to read as
follows:

"The city shall provide, out of its general funds, tho members of the police force with all the necessary
equipment, such as arms, ammunition, insignias and uniforms."

SEC.4. Sections nineteen and twenty of the same Act, as amended, are hereby repealed.

SEC. 5. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

Approved, August 22, 1940.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library Commonwealth Act No. 604, August 22, 1940

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 4

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library Commonwealth Act No. 604, August 22, 1940

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 4 of 4

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org


