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Whereas, the recorded history of the Philippines is incomplete;

Whereas, a great wealth of historical material is believed to be still in the possession of the people, much of which
is preserved only in the memory of some of those who are still living and the rest in manuscripts which are not
fully safeguarded from destruction; and

Whereas, it is to the public interest that this material be gathered and preserved in as complete a form as possible
and made available to future historians;

Now, therefore, I, Manuel L. Quezon, President of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers in me vested by law,
hereby direct that the information hereinafter specified be secured by the provincial governor of each province in
the Philippines and by the city mayor in the case of a city, and that the same be transmitted to the Director of the
National Library not later than December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, for compilation and
preservation.

The following rules shall govern the collection and transmission of the desired information:

(a) Upon the promulgation of this Executive Order each provincial governor shall immediately issue instructions
to all municipal mayors under his jurisdiction, and in the case of a city, each city mayor shall issue such
instructions to any of the city officials designated by him, enjoining said municipal mayors or city officials, as the
case may be, to call together the old men in each and every barrio, sitio or district in each municipality or city and
obtain from them or

from any documents in their possession the entire history of such community in so far as may be possible.

(b) The information desired is as follows:

The barrio

1. Present official name of the barrio.

2. Native name of the barrio with its meaning; changes in the name of the barrio, if any, and the derivation of
the names; and the names of the sitios included within the jurisdiction of the barrio.

3. Date of establishment of the barrio.

4. Original families of the barrio.

5. List of the tenientes of the barrio from the earliest time to date.

6. Story of old barrios or sitios that are now depopulated.
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7. Traditions, legends folk tales, beliefs, proverbs, sayings, superstitions, puzzles, songs, nursery rhymes, etc.
(It is preferable that these be written in the language or dialect of the locality and that the vernacular version be
accompanied with a translation in English.)

8. Data on any historical site, structures, buildings, old ruins, etc.

The town or city

9. Present official name of the town or city.

10. Former name or names of the town or city with their meanings.

11. Date of establishment of the town or city.

12. Traditions, legends, folk tales, beliefs, proverbs, sayings, superstitions, puzzles, songs, nursery rhymes, etc.
(It is preferable that these be written in the language or dialect of the locality and that a translation in English
be forwarded with the vernacular versions.)

13. Data on any historical site, structures, buildings, old ruins, etc.

14. Important historical events that took place in the town or city.

15. Names of all capitanes municipales, alcaldes mayores, curas parrocos, jueces, municipal presidents, or
other officials, that may be obtained in the community.

The province

16. Present official name of the province.

17. Former name or names of the province with their meanings.

18. Date of establishment of the province.

19. Chronological list of all the governors and principal officials of the province.

20. Names of at least five of the most outstanding citizens (only among those already dead) in the province
together with a statement of their achievements.

21. Important historical events that took place in the province.

(c) The name of the family or families that have kept the records mentioned above should be indicated in order
that due credit may be given to such family or families.

(d) All writings should be signed by the governor (for the history of the province), by the city mayor (for the
history of the city), by the municipal mayor (for the history of the town), and by the teniente of the barrio (for the
history of the barrio). However, the materials mentioned in numbers seven, eight, twelve, and thirteen of
paragraph (b) should bear the signatures of the persons from whom such materials have been secured.

(e) Information should also be given regarding books and documents treating of the Philippines owned in any
community, in order that such books or documents as are desired may be obtained for the National Library, if
possible by purchase or gift.

(f) The names of all Filipino authors of any community and the titles of all their productions, whether printed or in
manuscript, should be included. If the productions are in manuscript form, a statement should be given of the
names of the persons in possession of the same.

(g) All papers pertaining to the barrios shall be delivered to the mayor of the town, who shall forward the same
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together with the data pertaining to his municipality, to the governor of the province. All the original documents
and translations, if any, shall be forwarded by the provincial governor in a carefully made and well-protected
package to the Director of the National Library, Manila. Each package shall be marked “Historical Documents.”
The same procedure shall be followed by the city mayor in forwarding to the Director of the National Library all
papers and documents pertaining to the city.

Done at the City of Manila, this third day of January, in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and thirty-eight,
and of the Commonwealth of the Philippines, the third.

(Sgd.) MANUEL L. QUEZON
President of the Philippines

By the President:

(Sgd.) JORGE B. VARGAS
Secretary to the President

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 138, January 03, 1938

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 4

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 138, January 03, 1938

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 4 of 4

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org


