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1. The Department of Merchant Shipping of the Republic of Cyprus (hereinafter referred to as "the Cyprus
Maritime Administration") and the Maritime Training Council of the Philippines (hereinafter referred to as "the
certificate-issuing Party"), for the purpose of implementing the International Convention on Standards of
Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (hereinafter referred to as the "STCW
Convention"), in particular with respect to the recognition, by the Government of the Republic of Cyprus, of
certificates of competency, training documentary evidence and medical fitness certificates for seafarers
(hereinafter referred to as "certificates") issued by the certificate-issuing Party in accordance with the said
Convention and cooperation between the two Parties in the training certification and management of seafarers,
have agreed as follows:

Application
2. This Undertaking shall be applicable with respect to seafarer holding certificates issued by the
certificate-issuing Party, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the STCW Convention and serving on
board ships flying the flag of the Republic of Cyprus.

Inspection of facilities and review of procedures
3. The Cyprus Maritime Administration may, in accordance with the provisions of regulation I/10 of the STCW
Convention and with the consent of the certificate-issuing Party, inspect the facilities and review the procedures
and the policies which have been approved or adopted by the certificate-issuing Party for meeting the
requirements of the STCW Convention concerning:

1. standards of competence.

2. the issue, endorsement, revalidation and revocation of certificates,

3. records keeping,

4. standards of medical fitness, and

5. communication and response process to requests for verifications.

4. The Cyprus Maritime Administration shall communicate the results of any evaluation carried out pursuant to
the provisions of the above paragraph to the certificate-issuing Party within three (3) months from its completion.

Notification of any significant changes
5. Whenever the certificate-issuing Party forwards to the Secretary-General of the International Maritime
Organisation information pursuant to regulations I/7 and I/8 of the STCW Convention, it shall immediately
communicate the same to the Cyprus Maritime Administration.
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6. The certificate-issuing Party shall notify the Cyprus Maritime Administration of any significant changes in the
arrangements for training and certification provided in compliance with the STCW Convention, within thirty (30)
days from the application of such changes. As a minimum significant changes should be understood to include:

1. changes in the position, address or access information of the Official responsible for implementing this
Undertaking, or

2. changes affecting the procedures set forth in this Undertaking, or

3. changes which amount to substantial differences from the information communicated to the Secretary
General of the International Maritime Organisation pursuant to regulation I/7 of the STCW Convention.

7. The Cyprus Maritime Administration, shall notify the certificate-issuing Party within thirty (30) days of any
changes

1. in the position, address or access to information of the Official responsible for implementing this, or

2. changes affecting the procedure set forth in this Undertaking.

Verification of authenticity and validity
8. The Cyprus Maritime Administration shall verify the authenticity and validity of certificates issued by the
certificate-issuing Party by a direct request via facsimile or electronic mail to the Official directly responsible for
implementing this undertaking. The request shall include personal details of the holder (Name, surname, date of
birth) and details of the certificate in question (Type of certificate, serial number, place of issue and date of issue).
The certificate0issuing Party shall communicate its response via facsimile or electronic mail within seven (7) days
from the date of receiving such a request. The Cyprus Maritime Administration may also verify the authenticity
and validity of certificates issued by the certificate-issuing Party, via the Internet, by direct access to an electronic
database maintained by the certificate-issuing Party.

9. The certificate-issuing Party shall not issue a certificate on the basis of a certificate issued by a third party.

10. The Cyprus Maritime Administration shall notify the certificate-issuing Party without delay via facsimile or
electronic mail, of any points that may arise from the verification of the authenticity and validity of certificates
and need further clarification and the certificate-issuing Party shall communicate its response via facsimile or
electronic mail within seven (7) days from such notification.

Appropriate knowledge of the Cyprus maritime legislation
11.Seafarers who present, for recognition, certificates issued by the certificate-issuing Party, under the provisions
of regulations II/2, III/2, or III/3 or issued under VII/1 at the management level, as defined in the STCW
Convention, must have an appropriate knowledge of the Cyprus maritime legislation relevant to the functions they
permitted to perform.

Suspension, revocation and withdrawal of recognition endorsements
12. The Cyprus Maritime Administration may refuse the issue of recognition endorsement, required pursuant to
regulation I/2 of the STCW Convention, to a duly certificated seafarer on account of a disciplinary offence or any
other cause as provided for in the Cyprus legislation and shall advise via facsimile or electronic mail the
certificate-issuing Party of such occurrence within seven (7) days.

13. The Cyprus Maritime Administration may suspend, revoke or withdraw a recognition endorsement issued in
accordance with regulation I/2 of the STCW Convention, on account of a disciplinary offence or any other cause
as provided for in the Cyprus legislation and shall advise via facsimile or electronic mail the certificate-issuing
Party of such occurrence within seven (7) days.
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14. The certificate-issuing Party, upon suspension, revocation or withdrawal of any certificate issued by it in
accordance with the STCW Convention, shall advice via facsimile or electronic mail the Cyprus Maritime
Administration of such occurrence within seven (7) days.

Validity
15. This Undertaking shall be valid for an initial period of five years and shall be subsequently extended for
periods of five years unless either Party submits a written notice of termination thereof to the other Party six
month prior to the expiration of this Undertaking or the five year period.

Termination of the Undertaking
16. This Undertaking may be terminated or suspended by either contracting Party at thirty (30) days written notice
communicated to the other contracting Party, provided one of the following occurs:

1. The certificate-issuing Party fails to maintain its position in the so-called “White List” (List of countries
found by the International Maritime Organisation to give full and complete effect to the relevant provisions of
the STCW Convention.)

2. Refusal of the certificate-issuing Party to allow the inspection of its facilities and the review of its
procedures in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 3.

3. Either Party fails to meet its obligations under this Undertaking.

Amendments
17. This Undertaking may be amended after a relevant proposal has been made unilaterally or bilaterally and with
the consent of both Parties.

Officials responsible for implementing the Undertaking
18. The Officials directly responsible for implementing this Undertaking and for liaison purposes between the two
Parties are as follows

For the Department of Merchant Shipping of the Republic of Cyprus

For the Maritime Training Council of the Philippines

The Director of the Department of Merchant Shipping Kyllinis Street, Mesa Geitonia,

Secretary, Department of Labor & Employment and Chairperson,

CY-4007 Lemesos Maritime Training Council

6th flr., POEA Bldg., Ortigas Ave., cor.EDSA

Tel: +357 5 848100

Mandaluyong City

Fax: +357 5 848200

Tel: +632 7251323, 7275716, 7251298

E-mail:dms@cytanet.com.cy

Fax: + 632 7251266

E-mail: mtc@i-manila.com.ph
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18. This Undertaking shall enter into force as soon as it is signed by both Parties.

For the Department of Merchant Shipping of the Republic of Cyprus

Signature

September 13, 2001

Date

Capt. Andreas A. Constantinou
Senior Marine Surveyor

For the Government of the Republic of the Philippines

Signature

Patricia A. Sto. Tomas
Secretary, Department of Labor and Employment
and Chairperson, Maritime Training Council

MALACANANG
MANILA

INSTRUMENT OF RATIFICATION

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS:

KNOW YE, that whereas, he Undertaking for the Recognition by the Government of the Republic of Cyprus of
Certificates of Competency issued by the Competent Authorities of the Republic of the Philippines in accordance
with Regulation 1/10 of the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping
for Seafarers (STCW Convention) of 1978, as Amended, was signed on 13 September 2001 ;

WHEREAS, the Undertaking is pursuant to the STCW Convention, and is applicable to seafarers serving on
board ships flying the flag of the Republic of Cyprus and holding certificates issued by the Philippines, in
accordance with the relevant provisions of the STCW Convention;

WHEREAS, the Undertaking provides that the Cyprus Maritime Administration may, in accordance with
regulation 1/10 of the STCW Convention and with the consent of the certificate-issuing Party, inspect the
facilities and review the procedures and policies adopted by the certificate-issuing Party on matters relating to
standards of competence, issuance, endorsement, revalidation and revocation of certificates, records keeping,
standards of medical fitness, and verification procedures;

WHEREAS, the Cyprus Maritime Administration shall communicate the results of such evaluation to the
certificate-issuing Party within three months from its completion;

WHEREAS, the Philippines, as the certificate-issuing Party, on the other hand, shall notify the Cyprus Maritime
Authority of any significant changes in the arrangements for training and certification and shall not issue a
certification on the basis of a certificate issued by a third Party. It also will advice the Cyprus Maritime Training
Administration of suspension, revocation or withdrawal of any certificate it issued in accordance with the STCW
Convention;
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WHEREAS, the Undertaking entered into force upon signature and shall be valid for an initial period of five
years.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it known that I, GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, President of the Republic of the
Philippines, after having seen and considered the Undertaking for the Recognition by the Government of the
Republic of Cyprus of Certificates of Competency issued by the Competent Authorities of the Republic of the
Philippines in accordance with Regulation 1/10 of the International Convention on Standards of Training,
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW Convention) of 1978, as Amended, do hereby ratify and
confirm each and every Article and Clause thereof.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the Republic of the Philippines
to be affixed.

Given under my hand at the City of Manila, this 28 day of Aug. in the year of Our Lord two thousand and three.

BY THE PRESIDENT:

(Sgd.) BLAS F. OPLE
Secretary of Foreign Affairs
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