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This is a complaint for dishonesty filed by Rolando Dia against Teofilo Paaño, Sheriff III, Regional Trial Court
(RTC) of Libmanan, Camarines Sur, Branch 29.

As attorney-in-fact of Conrado H. Dia, complainant filed a complaint on March 26, 1999 for Recovery of Real
Property against Rosalino Bukid, with the RTC of Libmanan, Camarines Sur. It was docketed as Civil Case No.
L-878. Upon filing the said complaint, he paid a total amount of P2,863.85 as legal fees.[1] Complainant Dia also
paid P300 purportedly as Sheriff’s Transportation Fee, but no receipt was issued to him for the same. Despite
having paid all the necessary fees, complainant Dia alleged that respondent sheriff still failed to deliver the
summons. Hence, on July 19, 1999, complainant Dia’s counsel, Atty. Mario F. Estayan, wrote a letter to the clerk
of court inquiring whether summons had already been served upon the respondent in Civil Case No. L-878. Atty.
Jean A. Noble, Clerk of Court of the RTC of Libmanan, Camarines Sur, replied that she already ordered
respondent sheriff to explain why no administrative action should be taken against him for this neglect. In a letter
dated August 26, 1999, complainant’s counsel informed respondent sheriff of the abovementioned reply to their
query by the clerk of court. Complainant’s counsel likewise stated in his letter that respondent’s inaction may be
construed as his favoring one party to the prejudice of the other, a violation of law that, consequently, may subject
him to an administrative complaint.

On October 10, 1999, Atty. Noble required complainant Dia to pay an additional P600 through money order for
kilometrage fee for the service of summons.

Complainant Dia now contends that respondent sheriff’s failure to serve the summons within the prescribed
period constitutes a dereliction of duty and that the act of misappropriating the amount intended for respondent’s
transportation expenses to serve the summons constitutes estafa and conduct unbecoming a government
employee.

On February 10, 2000, the Office of the Court Administrator (OCA) ordered respondent sheriff to comment on
the complaint within ten (10) days from receipt of said order. Respondent sheriff did not comply. The OCA again
ordered respondent sheriff to submit his comment on April 16, 2001, but again, no response was given by the
latter. On November 6, 2003, the OCA reiterated its previous orders, but to no avail.

Hence, in its report dated July 8, 2003, the OCA noted that respondent sheriff should be construed to have
submitted the matter to this Court without his comment. It likewise stated that respondent’s failure to file his
comment on the complaint is an implied admission that the allegations in the complaint are true. Furthermore, it
added that the inaction of respondent to the directives of the OCA is an open defiance not only of the authority of
the latter, but also of that of this Court.

The OCA then made the following recommendations:

- That the case be redocketed as a regular administrative matter; and,
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- That respondent Sheriff Teofilo Paaño be suspended for three months without pay with a stern warning that a
repetition of the same or similar acts shall be dealt with more severely.

This Court agrees. It is clear that respondent sheriff failed to observe the degree of dedication to the duties and
responsibilities required of him as a sheriff when he failed to serve summons upon the respondent in Civil Case
No. L-878. The sheriff is the frontline representative of the justice system in this country. His failure to do his
duty erodes the faith and trust of the public in the ability of the courts to settle disputes and to safeguard their
rights.[2] This Court, therefore, cannot tolerate dereliction of duty and contumacious behavior.

WHEREFORE, premises considered, respondent Sheriff Teofilo Paaño is hereby SUSPENDED for three (3)
months without pay with a STERN WARNING that a repetition of the same or similar acts shall be dealt with
more severely.

SO ORDERED.

Davide, Jr., C.J., (Chairman), Ynares-Santiago, and Carpio, JJ., concur.

Panganiban, J., on official leave.

[1] Annexes B to B-4, Rollo, pp. 9-13.

[2] Tizado v. Tablizo, 253 SCRA 646, 653 (1996).
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