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WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Intellectual Property Office (IPO) to streamline administrative procedures in
registering trademarks;

WHEREAS, in order to streamline the administrative procedures of registering trademarks responsive to the
requirements of the IPO and its clients, there is a need to amend certain provisions of the Trademark Regulations;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Trademarks Regulations are hereby amended, as follows:

SECTION 1. Rule 405 is hereby amended as follows:

RULE 405. Drawing. - All Drawings, representations and small facsimiles of the mark may be made on an
ordinary bond paper, which must be pure white, calendered and smooth.

SECTION 2. Rule 409 is hereby amended as follows:

RULE 409. When sheet may be turned on its side. - When the view is longer than the width of the sheet, the
sheet should be turned on its side.

SECTION 3. Rule 414 is hereby amended, as follows:

RULE 414. The small facsimiles of the Drawing, how prepared. - The ten small facsimiles of the Drawing must
be printed in black ink or in color, if colors are claimed, and must be capable of being satisfactorily reproduced
when published in the IPO Gazette. The size of the sheet on which these facsimiles are to be printed must be
seventy millimeters (70 mm) long and thirty-five millimeters (35 mm) wide.

SECTION 4. Rule 700 is hereby amended, as follows:

RULE 700. Publication in the Official Gazette; end of jurisdiction of the Examiner. - An application for
registration is subject to opposition proceeding before issuance of the certificate of registration. Thus, after
examination or re-examination of an application for registration, if it should appear to the examiner in charge
of the examination thereof that the applicant is entitled to have his mark registered, the mark will, upon the
recommendation of said examiner, be ordered by the Director to be published in the IPO Gazette for
opposition, and the applicant notified of such action. The applicant shall, within two (2) months from mailing
date of the notice, pay the corresponding fee for the publication of the application in the IPO Gazette;
otherwise, the application shall be declared abandoned. The abandoned application, however, may be revived
subject to the requirements of these Regulations.

The jurisdiction of the examiner over an application ceases after the Director has ordered the mark to be published
for opposition.

SECTION 5. Rule 703 is hereby amended, as follows:
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RULE 703. Allowance of application and Issuance of Certificate of Registration - (a) When no opposition is
filed within thirty (30) days after the publication for opposition, the Director of Bureau of Legal Affairs shall
certify to that effect within two (2) months from the date of release of the IPO Gazette where the application
was published, or within fifteen (15) days from the deadline of submission of the opposition if an extension
was granted and the application is not deficient in any formal matter. The mark shall be deemed registered the
date after the expiration of the aforementioned 30-day period for filing of opposition, or if the application is
deficient in any formal matter, on the date the applicant has fully complied with the formal deficiencies.

(b) When an opposition is filed a mark shall be considered registered thirty (30) days after receipt by the
opposer of a copy of the decision or final order of the Director of the BLA dismissing the opposition. If the
opposer files a motion for reconsideration but which was denied, the date of registration shall be the date after
the expiration of the balance of the period aforementioned counted from the said party's receipt of a copy of the
order denying the motion. But if the opposition is sustained but subsequently reconsidered, the mark shall be
deemed registered (30) days after receipt by the opposer of the order granting the motion for reconsideration.
In all cases, the BLA Director shall issue certificates stating the date of receipt by the parties concerned of the
decision or final order.

Where the decision or the final order of the Director of BLA is appealed to the Director General, the mark shall
be deemed registered fifteen (15) days after receipt by both parties of the decision or final order allowing the
registration, unless ordered otherwise by the Court of Appeals. The Office of the Director General shall issue
certificates stating the dates of receipt by the parties of the decision or final order.

(c) If the application is deficient in any formal matter relating to documents, or other papers necessary for the
preparation and issuance of the certificate of registration or for the publication of such registration, or the
payment for the issuance of certificate of registration has not been paid, the Examiner shall send a notice
thereof to the applicant. The applicant shall complete such deficiency and/or pay the corresponding fee for the
issuance of certificate of registration within two (2) months from mailing date of the notice; otherwise the
application shall be declared abandoned. The abandoned application, however, may be revived subject to the
requirements of these Regulations.

(d) The issuance of the certificate of registration shall be published in the IPO Gazette and shall be entered on
the records of this Office.

For applications found deficient in any formal matter before the issuance of these guidelines, the marks shall
be deemed registered on the date the Director of Trademarks signs the certificates of registration.

SECTION 6. All rules and regulations, memoranda, circulars, and memorandum circulars or parts thereof
inconsistent with this Rule are hereby repealed.

SECTION 7. Ms. Ana Maida J. Zamora, Records Officer III of the Bureau of Trademarks, is hereby directed to
immediately file three (3) certified copies of these Rules with the University of the Philippines Law Center, and
one (1) certified copy each to the Office of the President, the Senate of the Philippines, the House of
Representatives, the Supreme Court of the Philippines, and The National Library.

Mr. Restituto E. Maligaya, Division Chief, Operations and Maintenance Division MIS-EDP Bureau, is hereby
directed to post this Office Order in the IPO website not later than 30 April 2004.

SECTION 8. This Office shall take effect on 16 May 2004 following the completion of its publication in a
newspaper of general circulation not later than 30 April 2004.

Adopted: 26 April 2004

(SGD.) EMMA C. FRANCISCO
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Director General
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