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REMOVING MR. BUENAVENTURA SABULAO FROM OFFICE AS
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE OF KIDAPAWAN, COTABATO.

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 69, October 15, 1954
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This is an administrative case against Justice of the Peace Buenaventura Sabulao of Kidapawan, Cotabato, for
fixing an excessive bond for the provisional release of one Marciano Sumagaysay who was prosecuted in his
court.

It appears that on March 22, 1954, a complaint for malicious mischief was filed in respondent’s court by
Ugalingan Bayawan against Marciano Sumagaysay. According to the offended party, the value of the damage
caused to his property was P1,211. The respondent gave due course to the complaint and fixed a bond of P6,000
for the temporary release of the accused, believing, according to him, that the penalty for the offense charged is
that provided in Article 328 of the Revised Penal Code, or prision correccional in its minimum and medium
periods. However, the bond was subsequently reduced to P4,000 upon petition of the accused.

The bond fixed by the respondent was obviously excessive as the accused was prosecuted for ordinary malicious
mischief under Article 327 of the Revised Penal Code, which is penalized under Article 329 of said code. Under
this article, the penalty for the offense is arresto mayor in its medium and maximum periods inasmuch as the
value of the alleged damage exceeds P1,000. Such being the case, the customary bond required of the accused
should not have exceeded P600.

Respondent’ s explanation that, inasmuch as Article 327 on which the prosecution was based does not provide any
penalty, he thought that the penalty provided in Article 328 could be applied, is unsatisfactory. Article 328
penalizes "special cases of malicious mischief*, such as causing damage to obstruct the performance of public
functions, or using any poisonous or corrosive substance, etc., whereas the offense charged in the case is ordinary
malicious mischief which falls under Article 329 of the code.

In the study of this case | have observed certain circumstances tending to show that the respondent deliberately
fixed an excessive bond against Sumagaysay. He is one of the attorneys for the petitioners in a certiorari case
pending in the Court of First Instance, entitled "Ugalingan Ingkal et a. vs. Maura Vaencia." The land involved in
the case is the same land on which the alleged malicious mischief, for which Sumagaysay was prosecuted, had
been committed; and Sumagaysay is the tenant of the heirs of Maura Valencia, respondent in the case for
certiorari. It is evident, therefore, that the interests of respondent’s clients conflict with those of Sumagaysay.
This fact was admitted by the respondent when he asked the District Judge that he be allowed to inhibit himself
from taking cognizance of the Sumagaysay case. Commenting on respondent’ s actuation, the District Judge said:

". .. The actuation of respondent Justice of the Peace, in fixing the questionable bond aforesaid, is open to
grave suspicion in view of the tangible interest that said Justice of the Peace has in the outcome of said cases,
particularly that of Criminal Case No. 555, People vs. Marciano Sumagaysay. The judicial discretion exercised
by said Justice of the Peace is abusive, calculated and intended to harass an opponent in Court."

The foregoing shows that the respondent has abused his office to harass a person having conflicting persona
interest with him. In so doing he has broken faith with his oath of office to administer justice to every person,
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thereby rendering himself unfit to sit in judgment over his fellowmen. Such deplorable conduct on the part of
public officials, particularly those in the judiciary, has given occasion for people to lose faith in their government,
and | am determined to restore such faith no matter what the cost.

Wherefore, Mr. Buenaventura Sabulao is hereby removed from office as justice of the peace of Kidapawan,
Cotabato, effective upon receipt of notice hereof.

Done in the City of Manila, this 15th day of October, in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and fifty-four,
and of the Independence of the Philippines, the ninth.

(Sgd.) RAMON MAGSAYSAY
President of the Philippines

By the President:
(Sgd.) FRED RUIZ CASTRO
Executive Secretary

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 69, October 15, 1954

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



