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REGALA, J.:

On September 6, 1962, during the continuation of the trial in Criminal Case No. 2639 of the Court of First
Instance of Sulu, People of the Philippines versus Laura G. Marquez, et al., for the killing of Meinhart Spielman,
after the last witness for the defense had testified, the counsel for the accused, in the form of manifestation, stated
in open court the desire of the defense to have the hearing postponed in order that they may have time to take the
depositions of witnesses they proposed to present in further support of the defense of the accused. Counsel argued
that because of the distance of the residence of their witnesses, the court's coercive powers could not extend
beyond the 50-kilometers limit provided for in Section 9, Rule 29 of the Rules of Court and, therefore, a
deposition would be in order.

The court, however, treating the manifestation of the said attorney as a formal application for the examination of
witnesses for the defendant before trial, denied the same for the reason that the petition or motion was not made in
accordance with then Section 4, Rule 115, now Section 4, Rule 117 of the Rules of Court.

On September 10, 1962, counsel for the accused again filed an urgent motion for leave to take depositions,
reiterating what ho stated in his verbal motion, and citing therein cases in support of his motion.

The lower court denied the motion with a suggestion, however, that the matter be brought to this Court,
considering that there are no provisions cf law which are definite and conclusive on the subject matter.

In view of the fact that Criminal Case No. 2639 of the Court of First Instance of Sulu has been terminated with the
acquittal of the accused Lauro G. Marquez, the question involved in this petition, which is only incidental to the
said Criminal case, has become moot and academic.

Wherefore, the petition is hereby dismissed. No costs.

Bengzon, C.J., Conception, Reyes, J.B.L., Barrera, Dizon, Makalintal, Bengzon, J.P., Zaldivar and Sanchez, JJ,
concur.

Petition dismissed.

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 2

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-20313. May 30, 1966

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 2

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org


