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SUBJECT :

Re-assessment and Re-definition of the Policy of the Philippine Government re Kalayaan Island

TO:

The Minister of National Defense
The Chief of Staff, Armed Forces of the Philippines

In the negotiations between China and Vietnam, Chinese Foreign Minister Han Nianlon travelled to Hanoi to
meet with Vice Premier and Foreign Minister Phan Hien.

Vietnam made three proposals:
- In the creation of ademilitarized zone to secure peace in the border region and the exchange of prisoners.
- Restoration of normal relations between the two countries including rail, air and postal communications.

- The settlement of the border and territorial dispute on the basis of the Franco-Chinese agreements of 1887 and
1895.

Vice Minister Hans reply ignored the demilitarized zone, repeated the principle of the Sino-French accords to be
the basis of a negotiated settlement, but unlike the Vietnamese whose demilitarized zone of three to five
kilometers would extend from "the line of actual control prior to Feb. 17, 1979, the Chinese proposed
maintenance of status quo of the boundary "at the time when the central committees of the Chinese and
Vietnamese parties exchanged letters in 1957-58".

The Chinese reply called on Vietham to recognize Peking's sovereignty over the disputed Paracel and Spratley
Islands "and withdraw all its personnel from those islands in the Nansha (Spratley) group which it has occupied.

The history of the dispute over the islands underlines the problems faced by the two countries over territoria
questions. Moves to deal with the problems in 1973-75 led to attempts by Vietnam and Chira to strengthen their
claims by actual occupation, which in turn led to further aggravation of the disputes.

A document recently released by Hanoi shows that on December 26, 1973, the Vietnamese informed China of
their intention to prospect for oil in the Gulf of Tonkin and proposed negotiations to delineate the border in the
gulf. On January 18, 1974, Peking replied agreeing to talks but asked Vietnam to keep third parties away from the
gulf. The following day, China mounted an operation to seize the Paracel islands from the Saigon regime. A year
later, Hanoi forces, continuing their offensive against the Nguyen Van Thien regime, "liberated" the Spratley
Islands, thus forestalling any possible Chinese move to occupy them.
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The proposal of the Ministry of National Defense to lengthen the airfield in Pagasa Island to turn it into a base for
fighter planes poses the most serious tactical and strategic question.

Can we defend the Kalayaan Islands against the Chinese or the Vietnamese in the various possible situations
posed by the open position frankly stated of the United States that they will not help us defend the "Spratley
Islands” but only the Metropolitan territory defined by the Treaty of Paris of 1898 and our Constitution?

Even if we can defend the Kalayaan Islands, is not the cost of defending them too high for the supposed
advantage.

What are such advantages?

You are hereby directed, therefore, to make a staff study and submit to me your recommendations for final action
by the Military Council to be called by the President on the matter.

SOURCW: CD ASIA

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library LETTER OF INSTRUCTIONS NO. 878, June 20, 1979

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



