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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in Legislature assembled and by the
authority of the same:

SECTION 1. Creation of the Bureau of Commerce and Industry; Department to which it shall belong.—A Bureau
is hereby created, which shall be known as the Bureau of Commerce and Industry and shall belong to the
Department of Commerce and Communications.

SEC. 2. Principal officers of the Bureau.—The Bureau of Commerce and Industry shall have a chief and an
assistant chief, who shall be known, respectively, as Director and Assistant Director of the Bureau of Commerce
and Industry, and shall receive compensation at the rate of seven thousand two hundred and six thousand pesos
per annum, respectively.

SEC. 3. Powers and functions in general.—The Bureau of Commerce and Industry shall have, under the immediate
executive authority, direction, and supervision of the Department of Commerce and Communications, the
following-powers, duties, functions, and aims:

(a) To promote, stimulate, and further the development and expansion of the domestic and foreign trade of the
Philippine Islands, the industries, mining and fishing, land, river, and maritime transportation, and commercial
and industrial organizations; to acquire, collect, compile, systematize, publish, distribute, and furnish statistical
data and information relative to the commercial and industrial situation and movement and the other
subject-matters above mentioned; to give advice concerning the markets and industries most suitable for the
country; to establish and maintain commercial and industrial museums and expositions; to propagate and
stimulate interest in Philippine products abroad; to stimulate and facilitate relations and act as intermediary and
informant between foreign capital, commerce, and industry on the one hand, and Philippine capital, commerce,
and industry on the other.

(b) To open and keep in the city of Manila the Mercantile Register provided for in the Code of Commerce, the
Director of the Bureau or the officer to whom he may delegate the functions as such, with the approval of the
Department Secretary, to act as mercantile registrar, but said register shall not include the shipping register, which
shall continue to be under the Bureau of Customs, as heretofore; to take possession and charge of all existing
documents in connection with the Mercantile Register and, upon the payment of fees to be prescribed by
regulation, to issue certified copies of the entries in said register.

(c) To perform, hereafter, the functions and duties heretofore performed by the Divisions of Archives, Patents,
Copy-rights, Trade-Marks, and Corporations of the Philippine Library and Museum, in connection with the
registration of corporations, trademarks, and patents, and only those in connection therewith; to take possession
and charge of all books, documents, and records, relating thereto, and, upon the payment of the fees to be fixed by
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regulation, to issue certified copies.

(d) To make investigations concerning the nature, organization, and resources of the business of all persons,
natural or juridical, domiciled in the Philippine Islands or having branch houses or agents in the Islands, engaged
and interested in commerce, industry, mining, fishing, and transportation, and for this purpose to administer oaths,
issue subpcena and subpcena duces tecum, and, if necessary, obtain compulsory process from the courts.

(e) To organize, establish, create, maintain, and regulate, and, whenever it may deem it proper, authorize the
creation, under such regulations as it may prescribe, of commercial exchanges and other public places of
exchange, and to suspend and abolish the same, as it may see fit; to qualify, approve, authorize, and license for
periods not to exceed three years, as exchange agents, merchandise brokers, and ship brokers and interpreters, and
to suspend and revoke said licenses or any of them for cause, and to organize and authorize associations of
exchange agents, merchandise brokers, and ship brokers and interpreters, subject to such regulations as it may
prescribe, and to consolidate, suspend, and dissolve the same.

(f) To perform hereafter the functions and duties heretofore performed by the Bureau of Customs, with regard to
the marine railway and repair shops and the construction, repair, maintenance, and operation of vessels; the
maintenance, lighting, inspection, and superintendence of lighthouses the care and maintenance of buoys,
beacons, lightships, navigation marks, and their appurtenances; and the general superintendence over the
inter-island water transportation, as described in section eleven hundred and thirty-nine (;) of the Administrative
Code; and to take possession and charge of all property, work under construction, plans, books, and documents
relative to the same.

(g) To compile, compare, and publish the tariffs of other countries in languages known in this country, showing
the equivalents of the currencies, weights and measures, and foreign terms used in said tariffs.

SEC. 4. Penalty for failure to comply with lawful duties towards the Bureau.—Without prejudice to the
compulsory process that the Bureau of Commerce and Industry may obtain from the courts, any person failing or
refusing to comply with the legal summonses of the Director of the Bureau of Commerce and Industry or the
person acting in his stead, or refusing to be sworn previous to testifying, or refusing to answer pertinent questions,
or giving or furnishing false or misleading data in investigations made in pursuance of subsection (d) of section
three of this Act, shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine not to exceed one thousand pesos, or imprisonment
not to exceed one year, or both, in the discretion of the court, but if the information or data have been given under
oath, the penalties prescribed by law for perjury shall be imposed.

SEC. 5. Uniform and systematic method of statistics.— The Director of the Bureau of Commerce and Industry
shall adopt, with the approval of the proper Department Secretary, a uniform and systematic method for the
preparation of all general statistics of the Philippine Islands concerning commerce and industry, mining, fishing,
transportation, and Philippine products or products locally consumed, and the method so adopted shall be
followed; but the Insular, provincial, and municipal bureaus and offices may, with the approval of their proper
department heads, for the purposes of their respective offices, add to the data required such other as may, in their
judgment, be the most suitable for their respective purposes.

SEC. 6. Commercial agents in the Philippines and abroad.—The Secretary of Commerce and Communications is
hereby authorized to appoint commercial agents, who shall be under the direction of the Bureau of Commerce and
Industry; to prescribe the qualifications for the office, their classes and categories, the methods of promotion, their
general duties, and such special duties as the public interest may, in his discretion, from time to time require; to
prescribe probational appointments, to appoint for limited periods, and to suspend and remove them, in his
discretion. On and after January first, nineteen hundred and nineteen, the number and salaries of the commercial
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agents shall be fixed in the general appropriation act: Provided, however, That the commercial agents appointed to
serve outside of the Philippines shall be appointed by the Governor-General, by and with the consent of the
Senate.

SEC. 7. Appropriation of funds until December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and eighteen.—There is hereby
appropriated, out of any funds in the Insular Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of two hundred
thousand pesos, or so much thereof as may be necessary, to pay the salaries of the personnel, rental of buildings,
freight, express, and delivery service, printing and publication of documents, postal, telegraph, telephone, and
cable service, illumination and power service, acquisition and repair of furniture and equipment, of the Bureau of
Commerce and Industry until December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and eighteen, and the entire balance on
hand after said date shall revert to the general funds in the Insular Treasury: Provided, That the roster of the
personnel and the distribution of these funds shall be subject to the prior approval of the Secretary of Commerce
and Communications: Provided, further, That the Department Secretaries, acting jointly, may contract, for a
period not to exceed three years, the services of a competent person who shall, during the life of said contract, act
as a Director of the Bureau of Commerce and Industry, at a salary not to exceed twelve thousand pesos per
annum: And provided, further, That the technical employees of this Bureau shall not be subject to the provisions
of the Civil Service Law; And provided, finally, That the funds appropriated in the Appropriation Act of nineteen
hundred and eighteen for the divisions of the Library and Museum and Bureau of Customs hereby transferred to
the Bureau of Commerce and Industry, shall be available for said Bureau, the amounts so to be transferred to be
determined by agreement between the Secretaries of the Departments concerned.

SEC. 8. Repealing clause.—All Acts or parts of Acts incompatible with the provisions of this Act are hereby
repealed.

SEC. 9. Date when this Act shall take effect.—This Act shall take effect on its approval.

Approved, January 31, 1918.
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