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ANTONIO, J.:

This is a special civil action for prohibition and mandamus with preliminary injunction filed on September 29,
1967 by petitioner to enjoin respondents from continuing with the hearing of the charges filed against him by
Atty. Faustino F. Tugade, and to command said respondents to return to petitioner the records they had taken
possession of in the course of the investigation.

On October 3, 1967, We gave due course to the petition and required the respondents to file an answer to the
petition, which answer was filed on October 27, 1967.

The sole issue raised in the petition is whether or not the respondent Senators, the Chairman of the Senate
Committee on Civil Service and the Chairman of the Senate Ad Hoc Blue Ribbon Committee, could continue the
investigation of the administrative charges against the petitioner, the Commissioner of Civil Service, which
charges were already being heard by an Investigating Committee created by the President of the Philippines who
had direct disciplinary jurisdiction over him.

Before the case could be considered on the merits, however, petitioner ceased to be the Commissioner of Civil
Service, and, likewise, the official positions of the respondents, upon the effectivity of the Constitution of the
Republic of the Philippines on January 17, 1973 has ceased to exist for the reason that the Senate of the
Philippines had been abolished and the legidative power vested in the National Assembly (Art. VIII, 1973
Constitution).

Considering the aforecited facts and the change of circumstances of the parties, any judgment that may be
rendered herein on the merits cannot have any practical effect. Courts exist to decide actual controversies, not
mere hypothetical cases. The controversy must be definite and concrete, touching the legal relations of the parties
having adverse legal interests. It must be area and substantial controversy, admitting of specific relief through a
judgment of a conclusive character. Thisis not true, now, in the case at bar.

WHEREFORE, in view of the foregoing, the petition is hereby dismissed for being moot, without pronouncement
asto costs.

Zaldivar, (Chairman), Fernando, Barredo, and Fernandez, JJ., concur.
Aquino, J., did not take part.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 2
Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-28096. June 28, 1974

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 2
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



