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WHEREAS, there is a need to consolidate existing guidelines for processing of arrested/ Intercepted foreigners
for consistency.

NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the rule-making authority of the Commissioner of Immigration under CA 613,
Section 3, this Manual of Operation in Processing Arrested/I ntercepted Foreigners shall be observed.

PART |
ARRESTED FOREIGNERS PURSUANT TO A MISSION ORDER

Section 1. Issuance of a Mission Order - Upon a well-founded and reasonable determination based on available
and verifiable civilian, immigration, law enforcement, or military intelligence report that a foreigner has
committed, is actually committing or is about to commit a violation of immigration laws, or any of the Philippine
laws, rules and regulations, which may constitute grounds for deportation, the Commissioner, or in his absence,
the Acting Commissioner, in the interest of national security, public health, public safety and/or national interests,
may issue a Mission Order directing appropriate officers of the Bureau of Immigration (BI) to conduct
verification and investigation operations against the foreigner concerned, and if probable cause exists, to effect a
warrantless arrest of such foreigner in accordance with Section 5, Rule 113 of the Revised Rules of Crimina
Procedure, if found in flagrante violating Philippine Immigration laws.

The Commissioner may issue a Mission Order motu propio or upon written request of other law enforcement
agencies.

Section 2. Submission of Written Request from Other Law Enforcement Agencies - Law enforcement agencies
seeking assistance for ajoint-operation with the Bl may file awritten request containing the following: (i) purpose
of the joint-operation; (ii) the place and time of the joint-operation; (iii) other relevant information about the
operation.

Without prior coordination, the Bl shall not accept the turn-over of foreigners from other law enforcement
agencies except when the foreigners (i) pose a clear and present danger to public safety; or (ii) are fugitives.

Section 3. Contents and Validity of a Mission Order - A Mission Order shall be valid for seven (7) working days
from its issuance and shall contain the following information:

- Full name and known aliag/es (if the information is available€) or john doe/s (if the information is not available),

- Specific address/es and other known personal circumstances of the subject foreigners (if the information is
available);
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- Complete names and designation of the Bl personnel who will serve and execute the Mission Order.
- Date of issuance of the Mission Order; and

- A directive to the Bl personnel to conduct verification and investigation operations against the foreigners
concerned, and if probable cause exists, to effect a warrantless arrest of such foreigners in accordance with
Section 5, Rule 113 of the Revised Rules of Court, if found in flagrante violating Philippine immigration laws.

Section 4. Service and Execution of Mission Order — Only duly authorized permanent/organic personnel of the BI
or permanent government on detail to the Bl shall serve and execute the Mission Order against the subject
foreigners.

Provided, that, assistance may be sought from the BI’s confidential agents and other law enforcement officers if
the circumstances so warrant.

No Mission Order shal be served and executed on Saturdays, Sundays, non-working holidays or during
non-office hours, unless the subject foreigners are fugitives from justice or are engaged in acts inimical to the
public safety and national security as the Commissioner may determine.

Section 5. Procedure in carrying out Mission Order - The Mission Order shall be carried out without delay and
with due regard to the human rights of the foreigners. If probable cause exists to effect a warrantless arrest of the
foreigners, the arresting officers shall advise the latter of their rights under RA 7438, including but not limited to,
(i) their rights to know the reason for their arrest; (ii) their right to counsel of their own choice; and (iii) their right
to remain silent.

On the day of the arrest, the arresting officers shall bring the foreigners to the Intelligence Division for booking,
imaging, fingerprinting and record check. The Chief of the Intelligence Division, or his duly authorized
representative, shall inform the foreigner’s embassy/ies or consular offices in the Philippines, if there is any, of
the arrest.

Section 6. Duties of the Arresting Officers, Intelligence Division. Post Mission Report - The arresting officers
shall, within twelve (12) hours from the time of arrest forward the case records to the Legal Division which
include:

- Post Mission Report - (i) with an Affidavit of Arrest (of the arresting officers) specifically and clearly stating the
ground date, time, place and manner of arrest; or (ii) with Service of Mission Order;

- Mission Order and the Intelligence Report which became the basis for the issuance of such Mission Order;

- Complete inventory of the properties, things and papers, including immigration documents, provisionally taken
from the foreigners, if any;

- Other relevant documentary, object and testimonial evidence.

Section 7. Duties of the CSU - The Civil Security Unit (CSU), after proper endorsement from the Intelligence
Division, shall secure and guard all arrested foreigners upon arrival at the Bl Main office or Bl Sub-port Offices.

Section 8. Duties of the Specia Prosecutor - The Chief, Legal Division, shall immediately assign the case record
to the Prosecution and Legal Assistance Section (PLAS). The Special Prosecutor/s shall then conduct an
investigation and shall have thirty six (36) hours from the time of arrest to file a Charge Sheet or to recommend
the foreigner’s release. The Charge Sheet (with Watchlist Order) or the Release Order shall be subject to the
approva of the Chief, Legal Division.
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The foreigner’s or their counsel, if any, and their embassy/ies shall be provided with the copies of the Charge
Sheet (with the evidence to be used against them) or the Order of Release.

Before the Charge Sheet is filed, the arrested foreigners may ask for aregular preliminary investigation but they
must sign a waiver of the provisions of Article 125 of the Revised Penal Code in the presence of their counsel.
The investigation must then be terminated within fifteen (15) days from the time of arrest.

Section 9. Turn-over to the Bl Warden's Facility - After the conduct of the inquest investigation and the Special
Prosecutor deems the necessity of filing a Charge Sheet or after requesting for aregular preliminary investigation,
the CSU shall turn-over the foreigner’s custody to the Warden, Bl Warden's Facility (BIWF). The Chief, LD
shall issue the Commitment Order.

Section 10. Duties of the BIWF - Prior to receiving custody of the arrested foreigner’s, the Warden, or his duly
authorized agent, shall register the following entriesin its official logbook:

- Complete names of all the Bl personnel who turned-over the foreigner’ s custody;

- Personal circumstances of the arrested foreigners;

- Copy of the Mission Order and Affidavit of arrest;

- Original copy of the Commitment Order;

- Complete inventory of the foreigner’ s properties things and papers that will be turned over to the Warden.

Section 11. Turn-over to the BIWF in Case of Lack of Time - In case of lack of materia time for the arresting
officers to bring the foreigners to the Legal Division for investigation on the same day of their arrest, the
foreigners shall be delivered to the BIWF.

The arresting officer shall till comply with the twelve (12) hour period to prepare the case record under Section
6. The arresting officers shall then submit the case record to the Legal Division as soon as practicable.

Prior to receiving custody of the foreigners from the arresting officers, the Warden, or his duly authorized agent,
shall comply with Section 10 except for the Commitment Order. Likewise, the Warden shall demand a copy of the
case record.

The Warden shall deliver the arrested foreigners to the Legal Division for inquest investigation in the immediately
following working day.

In case the immediately following working day will go beyond the thirty six (36) hour period, the Chief, Legal
Division, shall assign a Special Prosecutor to conduct an investigation at the BIWF.

The Specia Prosecutor shall comply with Section 8 of this Operations Order.

PART 2
INTERCEPTED FOREIGNERS AT THE AIRPORTS AND SEAPORTS

Section 12. Foreigners with fake or fraudulent immigration documents intercepted at the airports or seaports -
Foreigners with fake or fraudulent immigration documents intercepted at the airports or seaports shall be arrested
by the Airport Operations Division (AOD) personnel in accordance with Section 5, Rule 113 of the Revised Rules
of Criminal Procedure since they are found in Flagrante violating Philippine Immigration Laws.

Section 13. Handling of Intercepted Foreigners - The intercepted foreigners human rights shal be fully
respected. If probable cause exists to effect a warrantless arrest of the intercepted foreigners, the arresting officers
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shall advise the latter of their rights under RA7438, including but not limited to, (i) their right to know the reason
for their arrest: (i) their right to counsel of their own choice, (iii) their right to remain silent.

Section 14. Intercepted Foreigners with fake TVV extensions, Exit Clearances, Border Stamps and Receipts
Thereof - Within twelve hours (12) from the time of interception of foreigners with fake Temporary Visitor Visas
(TVV), Exit Clearances, Border Stamps and Receipts thereof, the arresting officers shall indorse the Interception
Report with an Affidavit of Arrest to the Legal Division. The Affidavit of Arrest shall specifically and clearly
state the ground, date, time, place and manner of arrest.

The Border Monitoring and Security Unit (BMSU) shall temporarily hold the foreigners at the appropriate Bl
Holding Area.

Section 15. Duties of Legal Division - The Chief, Legal Division, shall immediately assign the case record to the
PLAS. The Specia Prosecutor shall conduct an investigation and shall have thirty six (36) hours from the time of
interception to recommend the foreigners release or to direct the foreigners to leave the Philippines within twenty
four (24) hours. The recommended order shall be subject to the approval of the Commissioner.

The Order to Leave shall direct the foreigners to each pay within 24 hours (i) their TVVs updating fees, if
applicable; (ii) Immigration Arrears Release Certificate [IARC] of Fifty Thousand Pesos (Php50,000); and (iii)
express lane fees of Ten Thousand Pesos (Phpl10,000). Likewise, the Order to Leave shall direct the inclusion of
the foreigners name in the Blacklist.

The foreigners or their counsel shall be provided with the copy of the Release Order or the Order to Leave with
Blacklist.

Section 16. Failure to Comply with the Order to Leave - In case of failure to comply with the conditions of the
Order to Leave, the foreigners shall undergo regular deportation proceedings.

The Legal Division shall immediately file the Charge Sheet and the BMSU shall turn-over the foreigners’ custody
to the Warden, BIWF.

Section 17. Intercepted Foreigners who Do not fall under Sec. 14. - Within six (6) hours from the time of
interception of foreigners who do not fall under Section 14, the arresting officers shall bring the foreigners to the
BMSU for booking, imaging, fingerprinting and records check. The BMSU shal inform the foreigner's
embassy/ies or consular, officesin the Philippines, if thereis any, of the arrest.

The BMSU shall, within six (6) hours from receipt of the intercepted foreigners and their case records, shall
forward the foreigners and the case records to the Legal Division which shall include:

- Interception Report with an Affidavit of Arrest specifically and clearly stating the ground, date, time, place and
manner of arrest;

- Complete inventory of the properties, things and papers, including immigration documents, provisionaly taken
from the foreigners, if any;

- Other relevant documentary, object and testimonial evidence.

Section 18. Duties of the CSU over the Intercepted Foreigners- The CSU shall secure and guard all intercepted
foreigners upon arrival at the Bl Main Office or Bl-Sub-port Offices.

Section 19. Investigation of Intercepted Foreigners - The Legal Division shall investigate the intercepted
foreigners who are subject of deportation proceedings pursuant to Section 8.
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Section 20. Turn-10ver to the BIWF of Intercepted Foreigners - After the conduct of the inquest investigation and
the Special Prosecutor deems the necessity of filing a Charge Sheet or after requesting for a regular preliminary
investigation, the CSU shall turn-over the intercepted foreigners custody to the Warden, Bl Warden's Facility
(BIWF). The Chief, LD shall issue the Commitment Order.

Section 21. Duties of the BIWF - Prior to receiving custody of intercepted foreigners, the Warden, or his duly
authorized agent, shall comply with Section 10.

Section 22. Turn-over to the BIWF of Intercepted Foreigners in Case of Lack of Time - In case lack of material
time for the BMSU to bring the intercepted foreigners (who do not fall under Section 14) to the Legal Division on
the same day of their arrest, the foreigners shall immediately be delivered and committed to the BIWF.

The arresting officers and the BMSU shal still comply with the twelve (12) hour period to prepare the
Interception Report with Affidavit of Arrest. The BMSU shall then submit the Report to the Legal Division as
soon as Practicable.

Prior to receiving custody of the intercepted foreigners, the Warden, or his duly authorized agent, shall comply
with Section 10 except for the Commitment Order. Likewise, the Warden shall demand a copy of the Interception
Report with Affidavit of Arrest.

The Warden shall deliver the intercepted foreigners to the Legal Division for inquest investigation in the
immediately following working day.

In case the immediately following working day will go beyond the thirty six (36) hour period, the Chief, Legal
Division, shall assign a Specia Prosecutor to conduct an investigation at the BIWF.

The Specia Prosecutor shall comply with Section 8.

Section 23. Effectivity - This Operations Order shall take effect fifteen (15) days from the receipt of the Office of
the National Administrative Register (ONAR), U.P. Law Center, U.P. Diliman Quezon City.

25 September 2014

(SGD) SIEGFRED B. MISON
Commissioner

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 5 of 6
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library Bl OPERATIONS ORDER NO. SBM-2014-046, September 25, 2014

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 6 of 6
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



