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WHEREAS, the thrust to decongest Metro Manila through railway and road projects and the establishment of new
government centers is of paramount importance in the present administration;

WHEREAS, the establishment of a national railway system will be consistent with the rejuvenation and
reengineering of physical frameworks;

WHEREAS, the project implementation is faced with six issues needing resolution, namely (1) the dangers posed
by the existing railway system, (2) the stability of current bridges needing repairs, (3) standardization of the track
gauge, (4) compatibility of the signaling and communication systems of the Northrail and the Southrail, (5)
interconnection of the light railway systems at Magallanes, and (6) relocation of informal settlers.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, President of the Philippines, by virtue of the
powers vested in me by law, do hereby order:

SECTION 1. Lead Agency. The Department of Transportation and Communication (DOTC) shall be the lead
agency for the long term implementation of the Northrail-Southrail Linkage Project (South Manila Commuter
Line).

SEC. 2. Tasks. The DOTC is hereby tasked to study relevant issues and propose measures concerning:

- The continued danger posed by the Philippine National Railways (PNR) train on the public and private vehicles
using the 97 level/road crossings: 46 from Caloocan to Alabang and 51 from Alabang to Calamba.

- The repair of 76 bridges, 37 of which are found from Caloocan to Alabang and 39 from Alabang to Calamba.

- The standardization of track gauge. The retention of the narrow ‘gauge’ vis-à-vis its replacement with
‘standard gauge’.

- The compatibility of the signaling and communication systems of the Northrail and the Southrail.

- Interconnection of Metro Rail Transit (MRT), Light Rail Transit (LRT) and Northrail at Sangandaan and MRT
& PNR at Magallanes, and the extension of LRT, MRT and PNR to Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA)
and the Manila Domestic Airport.

- The relocation of informal settlers.

SEC. 3. Agency Support. The DOTC shall coordinate the integrated assistance by seeking technical, financial and
administrative support from the National Economic Development Authority (NEDA), Department of Finance
(DOF), Department of Budget and Management (DBM), Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH),
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Metro Manila Development Authority (MMDA), Philippine National Railways (PNR), National Labor Relations
Commission (NLRC), National Housing Authority (NHA), Representatives from the Cities of Caloocan, Manila,
Pasay, Taguig, Muntinlupa, and Calamba, and a Representative from the Province of Laguna.

SEC. 4. Report. The DOTC, by itself or through the agencies mentioned in Section 3 hereof, shall submit an
initial report and recommendation to the Office of the President not later than two (2) months after it has
convened.

SEC. 5. Assistance. The DOTC is hereby authorized to call upon all other agencies whose assistance and support
may be deemed necessary to the effective performance of all these functions, and said agencies are hereby
directed to extend full cooperation thereto.

SEC. 6. Effectivity. This Administrative Order shall take effect immediately.

DONE in the City of Manila, this 27th day of December, in the year of Our Lord, Two Thousand and Five.

(Sgd.) GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO
President of the Philippines

By the President:
(Sgd.) EDUARDO R. ERMITA
Executive Secretary

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 134, December 27, 2005

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 134, December 27, 2005

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


