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WHEREAS, the Philippines is a bastion of human rights;

WHEREAS, the Arroyo Administration stopped judicial executions with the abolition of death penalty;

WHEREAS, the Arroyo Administration condemns political killings in the harshest possible terms;
WHEREAS, the Department of Justice and the Philippine National Police have been given a 10-week deadline to
jail suspects in at least 10 media or leftists killings.
WHEREAS, the investigations shall not spare any sector;

WHEREAS, this task requires the cooperation not only on the part of law enforcement authorities and the
military, but also among the families of the victims and other sectors concerned;

WHEREAS, witnesses are urged to come forward;

NOW, THEREFORE I, GLORIA M. ARROYO, President of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in
me by law, do hereby order:

SECTION 1. Creation and Mandate – There is hereby Created An Independent Commission to Address Media
and Activist Killings

SEC. 2. Composition - The Commission shall be composed of the following:

a) Retired Supreme Court Justice Jose Melo as chairman;
b) The Director of the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI);
c) The Chief State Prosecutor;
d) University of the Philippines Regent Nelia Gonzalez; and
e) One representative from civil society to be appointed by the President;
f) Atty. Rogelio Vinluan as General Counsel.

SEC. 3. Duties and Functions – The Commission shall have, among others, the following duties and functions:

- Prioritize and focus investigation of media and activist killings:

- Be the Government’s sole voice on the issue of media and activist killings;

- Make a report to the President outlining its action and policy recommendations including appropriate
prosecution and legislative proposals, if any aimed at eradicating the root causes of extrajudicial killings and
breaking such cycle of violence once and for all.

SEC. 4. Prosecution – The Government members of the Commission, namely the NBI Director and the Chief
State Prosecutor, shall form a team to prioritize the prosecution of media and activist killings which shall be
mandated to put the murderers behind bar at the soonest possible time.
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SEC. 5. Powers – The Commission shall have, among others, the following powers:

a) It shall have all the powers of an investigative body under Section 37, Chapter 9, Book I of the Administrative
Code of 1987, including the power to summon witnesses, administer oath, take testimony or evidence relevant to
the investigation and to issue compulsory processes to produce documents, books, records and such other matters
in the performance of its functions;
b) It shall have the power to clear or disapprove all pertinent media statements by any member of the
Administration;
c) It shall have the power to promulgate the necessary implementing rules and regulations as may be necessary to
carry out the provisions of this Administrative Order;
d) It shall have the power to call upon any agency of the Government for such assistance as it may require in the
discharge of its functions;
e) It shall have the power to engage the services of resource persons, professionals and other personnel which may
be necessary to carry out its functions;
f) It shall have the power to deputize the Armed Forces of the Philippines, the National Bureau of Investigation,
the Philippine National Police, the Department of Justice, and any other law enforcement agency to assist it in the
performance of its functions;
g) It shall have the power to perform any other acts as may be necessary and appropriate to implement this Order.

SEC. 6. General Counsel – Atty. Rogelio Vinluan shall serve as General Counsel to assist the Commission in the
discharge of its functions.

SEC. 7. Secretariat – The Commission shall be an independent body. It shall be supported by a Secretariat
composed of technical and administrative personnel which shall provide staff support to the Commission.

SEC. 8. Funding – The Office of the President shall provide the funds for the operation of the Commission.

SEC. 9. Agencies’ Support – The various departments, bureaus, offices, agencies or instrumentalities including
government-owned or – controlled corporations are hereby directed to extend such assistance and cooperation as
the Commission may need in the discharge of its functions.
SEC. 10. Effectivity – This Administrative Order shall take effect immediately upon its publication in a national
newspaper of general circulation.
DONE, in the City of Manila, this 21st day of August, in the year of Our Lord, Two Thousand and Six.

(Sgd.) GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO

By the President:

(Sgd.) EDUARDO R. ERMITA
Executive Secretary

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 157, August 21, 2006

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 157, August 21, 2006

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


