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REYES, J.:

This is an appeal from a judgment of the Court of First Instance of Leyte, dismissing plaintiff-appellants' action
for legal redemption. The appeal involves a purely legal question with reference to the application of article 1621
of the New Civil Code.

It appears that the land sought to be redeemed was formerly a part of a greater area belonging to Domingo Angub
which, after the latter's death, was in 1932 partitioned among his six children, among them Perfecta and Heraclio,
the portions alloted to these two being contiguous to each other and each containing less than one hectare. Upon
the death of Perfecta, her portion passed to her children, Concepcion Maturan and Felicidad Maturan, to the
plaintiffs herein, while Heraclio's portion was inherited by his children, Julio and Diosdado, and later by their
respective widows and children, who, on January 29, 1952, sold it to the defendant Arcadio Guiles for P100.
Upon learning of the sale, plaintiffs sought to repurchase the property in the exercise of their right to legal
redemption but as the buyer refused to resell, they brought the present action for the enforcement of that right.
The action is directed not only against Guiles but also against Godofredo Escobidal on the theory that the former
is only a dummy of the latter.

The lower court found and it is not disputed that the land sought to be redeemed adjoins that of the plaintiffs, that
it is rural and has an area of not more than one hectare and that its purchaser already owns or is a co-owner of
another rural land. Upon these findings of facts, plaintiffs are entitled to redeem the land in question from its
purchaser in accordance with the first paragraph of article 1521 of the new Civil Code, which says:

"Art. 1621. The owners of adjoining lands shall also have the right of redemption when a piece of rural land,
the area of which does hot exceed one hectare, is alienated, unless the grantee does not own any rural land."

But taking note of the second paragraph of the same article, which says that the right of redemption accorded by
the article to owners of adjoining lands "is not applicable to adjacent land which are separated by brooks, drains,
ravines, roads and other apparent servitudes for the benefit of other estates", the lower court held that it is
incumbent upon the plaintiffs to prove that their land and the one they seek to redeem are not separated by any of
those barriers and dismissed their action because of their failure to prove that fact.

We agree with plaintiff-appellants that the ruling below is erroneous. Having proved that their land and that which
they seek to redeem are contiguous, plaintiffs should not be called upon to prove the contrary by showing that the
two estates are separated by a brook, drain, ravine, etc. As Manresa observes in his comment on the corresponding
article (Art. 1523) of the old Civil Code, it is evident that two estates do not adjoin each other if they are separated
by a brook, drain, ravine, road or other such apparent servitude, for in that case each estate would be bounded by
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the brook, drain, ravine, etc., and not by the other estate. The one called upon to prove the existence of a barrier
between the two estates is he who wants to defeat the right of redemption on the grounds that the two estates are
not contiguous to each other.

In view of the foregoing, the judgment of dismissal is set aside and it is ordered that another judgment be entered
condemning the defendant Arcadio Guiles (it not having been established that he was mere dummy of the other
defendant, Godofredo Escobidal) to deed over the land in question to the plaintiffs upon payment by the latter of
the sum of P100.00. Godofredo Escobidal is absolved from the complaint. With costs against the defendant
Arcadio Guiles.

Paras, C. J., Pablo, Bengzon, Padilla, Montemayor, Jugo, Bautisa Angela, Labrador, Concepcion, and Diokno, JJ.,
concur.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-6298. March 30, 1954

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-6298. March 30, 1954

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


