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AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS FIVE, SEVEN, AND TWENTY-SEVEN OF
ACT NUMBERED EIGHT HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SEVEN, AS AMENDED,
BY SEPARATING THE PROVINCE OF SORSOGON FROM THE EIGHTH
JUDICIAL...
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By authority of the United States, be it enacted by the Philippine Commission, that:

SECTION 1. Section five of Act Numbered Eight hundred-and sixty-seven, as amended, establishing the judicial
districts throughout the provinces of the "Philippine Islands, is hereby further amended by separating the
"Province of Sorsogon from the Eighth Judicial District and annexing it to the Fifteenth Judicial District, by
separating the Province of La Union from the Third Judicial District and annexing it, to the Mountain Judicial
District, so that said section five shall read as follows:

"SEC. 5. Judicial districts.—The following judicial districts for Courts of First Instance in the Philippine Islands
are hereby established:

"The city of Manila shall constitute one judicial district, to be known as the Judicial District of Manila, and the
other judicial districts shall severally consist of the provinces and islands as hereinafter stated:
"The First Judicial District shall consist of the Provinces of Cagayan and Isabela.
"The Second Judicial District shall consist of the Provinces' of Ilocos Norte and Ilocos Sur, including the
subprovince of Abra.
"The Mountain Judicial District shall consist of the Provinces of Lepanto-Bontoc, Bengucf. Nueva Vizcaya,
and La Union.
"The Third Judicial District shall consist of the Provinces of Pangasinan and Zambales.
"The Fourth Judicial District shall consist of the Provinces' of Tarlac, Pampanga, and Nueva Ecija.
Judicial districts.
"The Fifth Judicial District shall consist of the Provinces of Bulacan Mini Rizal.
"The Sixth Judicial District shall consist of the Provinces of La Laguna. Cavite, and Bataan.
"The Seventh Judicial District shall consist of the Provinces of Batangas. Tayabas, and .Mindoro.
"The Eighth Judicial District shall consist of the Provinces of Albay and Ambos Camarines.
"The Ninth Judicial District shall consist of the Province of lloilo.
"The Tenth Judicial District shall consist of the Provinces of Occidental Negros and Antique.
"The Eleventh Judicial District shall consist of the Provinces of Cebu. Oriental Negros, and Bohol. The judge
of First Instance at large resident at Cebu may hold any Court of First Instance in the Eleventh Judicial District
upon written assignment by the regular judge of the district, and without the action by the Governor-General
required by law in respect to holding of court by judges of First Instance at large in other cases.
"The Twelfth Judicial District shall consist of the Provinces of Samar and Leyte.
"The Thirteenth Judicial District shall consist of the Provinces of Surigao, Agusan. and Misamis, the district of
Lanao, and the subdistrict; of Dapitan. of the Moro Province.
"The Fourteenth Judicial District shall consist of the Moro Province, exeept the district of Lanao and the
subdistrict of Dapitan.
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"The Fifteenth Judicial District shall consist of the Provinces of Capiz, with the subprovince of Romblon,
Sorsogon, with the sub-province of Masbate and of the Province of Palawan."

SEC. 2. That part of section seven of said Act Numbered Eight hundred and sixty-seven, as amended, which
provides for the times and places of holding Courts of First Instance in the Mountain, Third, Eighth,
Thirteenth, and Fifteenth Judicial Districts is hereby amended so as to read as follows:
"MOUNTAIN DISTRICT.
"At Baguio. in and for the Province of Benguet, commencing on the first Tuesdays of April and October of
each year.
"At San Fernando, in and for the Province of La Union, commencing on the first Tuesdays of January and July
of each year.
"At Bayumbong, in and for the Province of Nueva Vizcaya, commencing on the first Tuesdays of June and
December of each year.
"At Cervantes, in and for the Province of Lepanto-Bontoc, commencing on the first Tuesday of May and the
second Tuesday of November of each year. In Courts of First Instance in the Mountain District process shall be
served by the governor of the province in which the court is held acting as an officer of the court as in other
provinces, by a sheriff appointed and qualified as in other provinces, by a lieutenant-governor, if any, or by a
member of the Constabulary. or by a deputy appointed by the governor, as he may elect."

THIRD DISTRICT.
"At Nueva Caceres, in and for the Province of Ambos Camarines commencing on the first Tuesdays of January,
July, and December of each year. Daet shall not, as heretofore, be a regular place for holding a Court of First
instance exercising jurisdiction over Camarines Norte, but the court at Nueva Caceres shall exercise jurisdiction
and hear causes arising in every part of the Province of Ambos Camarines.
"At Albay, in and for tho Province of Albay, commencing on the third Tuesday of February and the first Tuesday
of September of each year."

FIFTEENTH DISTRICT.
"At Cagayan, in and for the Province of Misamis and for the subprovince of Bukidnon of the Province of Agusan,
commencing on the first Tuesdays of January and July of each year.
"At Iligan, in and for the district of Lanao of the Moro Province, commencing on the first Tuesdays of February
and August of each year.
"At Dapitan, in and for the subdisirict of Dapitan of the Moro Province, commencing on the first Tuesdays of
March and October of each year.
"At Surigao. in and, for the Province of Surigao and for the subprovince of Butuan of the Province of Agusan,
commencing on the first Tuesdays of April and "November of each year."

"FIFTEENTH DISTRICT.
"At Capiz, in and for the Province of Capiz, commencing on the first Tuesdays of July and December of each
year.
"At Romblon, in and for the subprovince of Romblon, commencing on the fourth Tuesdays of January and August
of each year.
"At Masbate, in and for the subprovince of Masbate, commencing on the third Tuesdays of February and
September of each year.
"At Sorsogon, in and for the Province of Sorsogon, commencing on the first Tuesdays of March and October of
each year.
"At Cuyo, in and for that. part, of the Province of Palawan included in the Cuyo, Camarines. and Cagayanes
groups of glands, commencing on the second Tuesday of April of each year.
"At Puerto Princesa, in and for Hie remainder of the Province of Palawan, commencing on the third Tuesday of
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April of each year."

SEC. 3. That part "of section twenty-seven of said Act Numbered Eight hundred and sixty-seven,relating to the
clerk and deputy clerks for the Mountain District, is hereby amended so as to read as follows:

"For the Provinces of Benguet. Lepanto-Bontoc, and Nueva Vizcaya, one clerk at an annual salary of three
thousand two hundred pesos, who shall act as clerk of' the Courts of First Instance in said three provinces, and, in
addition thereto, shall serve as official court stenographer and interpreter and translator for the whole of the
Mountain Judicial District, and shall accompany the judge to each court of said district. There shall be appointed
in said district three deputy clerks, one for each of the Provinces of Benguet, Lepanto-Bontoc, and Nueva
Vizcaya, at an annual salary, of six hundred pesos each. Such deputy clerks shall be justices of the pea^e, with
jurisdiction as such throughout their respective provinces."

SEC. 4. The Attorney-General shall furnish the Insular Auditor with a list revising the appropriation for the
Mountain, Third, Eighth, and Fifteenth Judicial Districts, and showing the position, salary, and name of
incumbent of all employees in said districts whose positions have been transferred from one district to another by
the enactment of ibis Act, and the appropriation for "Salaries and wages" fiscal year nineteen hundred and eight
for "Judiciary" shall stand amended to conform to such list of positions affected by this Act. but the salary rate of
each of the positions so transferred. shall remain as fixed in said appropriation Act, unless changed pursuant to
law.

SEC. 5. Section three of Act Numbered Fourteen hundred and thirty-seven, amending that part of section seven of
Act Numbered Eight hundred and sixty-seven relating to the times and places for holding the Court of First
Instance in the Province of Bataan is hereby repealed, and the times and places for holding the Court of First
Instance in said province shall be as fixed in section seven of Act Numbered Eight hundred and sixty-seven prior
to the enactment of said Act Numbered Fourteen hundred and thirty-seven.

SEC. 6. The public good requiring the speedy enactment of this bill, the passage of the same is hereby expedited
in accordance with section two of 'An Act prescribing the order of procedure by the Commission in the enactment
of laws," passed September twenty-sixth, nineteen hundred.

SEC. 7. This Act shall take effect on its passage.

Enacted, Aug. 31, 1907.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library Act No. 1708, August 31, 1907

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 4

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library Act No. 1708, August 31, 1907

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 4 of 4

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org


