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BENGZON, J.:

Despite the opposition submitted by the provincial fiscal, the court of first instance of Marinduque approved the
petition for naturalization of Hao Lian Chu alias Hao Pusoy, admittedly a Chinese resident in the Philippines for
more than forty years.

The Solicitor-General claims error because: (a) Petitioner has not submitted a certificate of the Ministry of Interior
of the Chinese Government permitting him to renounce his Chinese nationality and (b) Petitioner has not enrolled
all his minor children in Philippine schools as required by law.

The first ground has no merit.[1]

As to the second ground, it appears that of the nine children of petitioner, only one, Magdalena, a minor, has not
studied in the Philippines because she has lived from infancy in China; that she is actually enrolled in an English
school in Amoy; and that all the other eight children of petitioner have attended public schools and schools,
recognized by the Philippine Government.

Paragraph 6, section 2 of the Revised Naturalization Law provides that the applicant for naturalization "must have
enrolled his minor children of school age in any of the public schools or private schools recognized by the office
of Private Education of the Philippines, where Philippine history, government and civics are taught or prescribed
as part of the school curriculum * * *".[2] The trial judge declared that as petitioner could not enroll Magdalena in
the Philippines, because she was absent and was not under .parental care, the requirement of the law as to
children's education may be deemed to have been substantially fulfilled.

This court believes that such requirement is important. The legislator evidently holds that all the minor children of
an applicant for citizenship must learn Philippine history, government and civics, inasmuch as upon naturalization
of their father they ipso facto acquire the privilege of Philippine citizenship.[3] To excuse the applicant from this
requirement it must be shown that there was physical impossibility for him to bring Magdalena
here[4]—impossibility which has not been shown in this case.

Needless to say, an applicant for naturalization must comply with the requirements and conditions specified by
law.

The decision will be reversed and the application for naturalization denied, with costs.

Moran, C.J., Paras, Feria, Pablo, Padilla, Tuason, Montemayor, Reyes, and Jugo, JJ., concur.
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[1] Parado vs. Republic of the Philippines, (G. R. No. L-2628, May 6, 1950; 86 Phil., 340).

[2] Commonwealth Act No. 473 as amended by Commonwealth Act No. 535.

[3]See 15, Commonwealth Act 473.

[4]Ad impossibilia nemo tenetur. Nicanor Tan vs. Republic of the Philippines 84 Phil., 829.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-3265. November 29, 1950

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-3265. November 29, 1950

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


