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AQUINGO, J.:

In Civil Case No. 26198 of the Court of First Instance of Rizal which was filed in April, 1977 and assigned to
respondent Judge Emilio V. Salas, plaintiff Virgilio V. Dionisio filed on September 10, 1977 a motion for the
reconsideration of the order denying him leave to amend his complaint.

That motion was set for hearing on September 30, 1977. On that date, Judge Salas gave defendants' counsel three
days from notice within which to file his opposition, after which the said motion would be deemed submitted for
resolution. Judge Salas did not resolve that motion within ninety days after its submission.

On February 13, 1978, Dionisio filed this administrative complaint charging Judge Salas with having committed
falsification because he alegedly received his salary for January, 1978 after certifying that he had resolved all
motions which had been pending for ninety days or more, as required in the Judiciary Law which provides:

"SEC. 5. Judge's certificate as to work completed. - District judges, judges of city courts, and municipal judges
shall certify on their applications for leave, and upon salary vouchers presented by them for payment, or upon
the payrolls upon which their salaries are paid, that all special proceedings, applications, petitions, motions,
and all civil and criminal cases which have been under submission for decision or determination for a period of
ninety days or more have been determined and decided on or before the date of making the certificate, and no
leave shall be granted and no salary shall be paid without such certificate."

Dionisio further charged that an audit of the performance of Judge Salas might reveal many more cases of the
same nature. He asked for the suspension of Judge Salas in order to prevent him from making any manipulations
relative to the records of his cases.

Commenting on the complaint, Judge Salas admitted that the ninety-day period for resolving the motion expired
on January 16, 1978. He said that he did not resolve the motion because on January 6, 1978 he was served with a
writ of preliminary injunction issued by the Court of Appeals in Dionisio vs. Salas, CA-G.R. No. SP-7382-R,
ordering him (Judge Salas) to refrain or desist from proceeding with the hearing of Civil Case No. 26198 and
from enforcing the orders dated August 19, 1977 (the order questioned in the motion for reconsideration) and
November 28, 1977 "and further to refrain from doing any act that will prevent petitioner from using the roads
inside x x x until further order of" the Appellate Court.

In view of that explanation and considering that Judge Salas died on August 8, 1980, this case is dismissed for
lack of merit and for having become moot.
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SO ORDERED.

Barredo, Fernandez,[*] Abad Santos, and De Castro, JJ., concur.
Concepcion, Jr., J., is abroad.

[*] Fernandez, J., was designated to sit in the Second Division.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library Adm. Matter No. 1833-CFI. October 10, 1980

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



