
BATAS.ORG · PHILIPPINE LAW LIBRARY

NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER · DECEMBER 9, 2011
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Pursuant to Section 38 (1), Chapter 7, Book IV of Executive Order No. 292 or the Administrative Code of 1987,
in relation to the Tariff and Customs Code of the Philippines (TCCP), as amended, the National Internal Revenue
Code of 1997, other existing laws and international agreements, the following guidelines are hereby being issued
to govern the clearance procedures for book importations.

1. Rationale

These guidelines are being issued to emphasize the duty-free and VAT-exempt status of imported books, subject
only to the exceptions provided under the Florence Agreement, and to clarify the procedure for their clearance and
release from the Bureau of Customs.

2. Definition of Terms

- Florence Agreement – refers to the Agreement on the Importation of Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Materials signed by the President of the Philippines on August 2, 1952, whereby the contracting States undertake
not to apply customs duties or other charges on, or in connection with, the importation of books and materials
listed in Annexes A to E thereof.

- Commercial quantity – means quantity for a given kind or class of articles which are in excess of what is
compatible and commensurate with a person’s normal requirements for personal use, as defined under Customs
memorandum Order No. 67-77.

- Personal effects/personal use – As explained by Customs Administrative Order No. 7-72 or the implementing
rules and regulations of Section 105 of the TCCP, as amended, this term refers to those embracing all articles of
personality not considered as merchandise, including books.

For purposes of this Order, books considered as personal effects or for personal use shall mean those, the
quantities of which do not exceed twelve (12) copies of any one work when imported by an institution; or six (6)
copies of any one work when imported by an individual.

3. Guidelines

All imported books, whether for commercial or personal use with the exception of those published by or for a
private commercial enterprise essentially for advertising purposes as stated in Annex A of the Florence
Agreement, are exempt from customs duties. Importation of books is likewise exempt from value-added tax
(VAT) pursuant to Section 109 (R) of the National Internal Revenue Code.

3.1 For Books Imported in Commercial Quantities

Prior to the release by the Bureau of Customs (BOC) of books imported in commercial quantities, the importers
must first present an endorsement from the Revenue Office of the Department of Finance for the duty- and
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VAT-free importation of books/ materials covered by the Florence Agreement which shall be issued after
submission of the following documents —

- Bill of Lading/Airwaybill/Postal Registry Notice with BOC Tentative Assessment Sheet;

- Commercial Invoice;

- Packing List with title of books;

- Authority of Representative (in lieu of consignee);

- Affidavit to the effect that the shipment consists of books;

- In case of donated books – deed of donation duly authenticated by the Philippine Consulate abroad, and Deed
of Acceptance;

- Certification from the UNESCO Office in the Philippines attesting that the importation/s is/are covered by the
Florence Agreement; and

- Certificate of Registration with the National Book Development Board as book importer or publisher.

3.2 For Books Imported as Personal Effects or for Personal Use

The endorsement prescribed under Section 3.1 hereof shall not be required for books imported as personal effects
or for personal use as defined under Section 2(b) of this Order, whether transported as accompanied baggage,
through couriers or the post offices. Said importations however, should be cleared and released through the
required declaration of goods as provided under existing rules and regulations.

4. Repealing Clause

All other DOF Department Orders, Circulars, Bureau of Customs issuances or provisions thereof, which are
inconsistent with this Order, are hereby revoked, repealed or modified accordingly.

5. Effectivity

This Department Order shall take effect immediately upon publication in a newspaper of general circulation.

Adopted: 09 December 2011

(SGD) CESAR V. PURISIMA
Secretary

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library DOF DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 57-2011, December 09, 2011

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library DOF DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 57-2011, December 09, 2011

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


