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BAUTISTA ANGELO, J.:

Vy Tian dias Si Un seeks to become a Filipino citizen through a petition filed before the Court of First Instance
of Cebu. The petition is supported by the joint affidavit of Vicente Villanueva, Sr. Fausto Lim, Jr. and Pablo
Hisoler, all residents of Cebu City.

Petitioner was born in VY Chu, China, on December 11, 1918, having arrived in the Philippines on July 27, 1936.
Upon his arrival he resided at Teresa St., Sampaloc, Manila until 1939 when he transferred to Dipolog,
Zamboanga del Norte. During the war he evacuated to Malantao, a barrio of Dipolog, and stayed there until 1946
when he again transferred to Cebu City and resided at Tuti Street In 1949, he again transferred to Plaridel St. of
the same city where heis now presently residing. He has continuously resided in the Philippines for a period of 25
years and has never gone back to China since his arrival.

Petitioner is married to Conchita Que, a Chinese citizen, with whom he has eight children, namely: Rosa born on
November 29, 1949; Junior born on April 19, 1951; Dionisio born on July 31, 1952; L oreta born on December 13,
1953; Alex born on February 27, 1955; Nelson Cue born on July 4, 1957; Philip Cue born on March 27, 1960; and
Elten Cue born on September 25, 1961. All these children were registered as aliensin the Bureau of Immigration.
He enrolled in aschool all his children of school age, namely: Rosa, Junior, Dionisio, Loretaand Alex at the Cebu
Kian Kee High School, which is a school duly recognized by the government and where Philippine history, civics
and government are taught. He is a businessman, being the sole owner of the firm Sen Chuan Hong Trading
wherein he invested a capital of P50,000.00 and through which he derives an income of P6,000.00 to P7,000.00 a
year. He hasfiled hisincome tax return for the year 1960. He has no tax obligations with the government.

He has never been charged with any offense nor convicted of any crime involving moral turpitude, and has con
ducted himself in a proper and irreproachable manner. He is not suffering from any mental illness or incurable
disease. He mingled socially with the Filipinos by attending parties and programs attended by Filipinos and
possesses many Filipino customs, habits and traditions, Kike hospitality, neighborliness, respect for the
authorities, respect for women, and he used to visit friends during town fiestas. He speaks and writes English,
Chinese and the Cebuano dialect. He believesin the principles underlying our Constitution. He wants to become a
Filipino citizen because he has raised his family here and has acquired many Filipino habits. He is not a
communist nor opposed to organized government. He does not teach doctrines opposed to organized government
nor is ho affiliated with persons or associations with subversive doctrines or ideas. He does not defend or teach
the necessity or propriety of violence, personal assault, or assasination for the success of his ideas. He is not a
polygamist or a believer in the practice of polygamy. He is applying for Philippine citizenship in good faith and if
the same is granted to him he will renounce forever his allegiance to any foreign prince, potentate or sovereignty,
particularly Nationalist China.
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As the petition was granted in spite of the opposition of the Solicitor General, the Government interposed the
present appeal.

It is contended that the lower court erred in granting petitioner's petition for citizenship despite the fact that he
does not have a lucrative income within the meaning of the law. Indeed, it is admitted that petitioner has eight
children five of whom are aready studying at the Cebu Kian Kee High School, and yet the income that he derives
from his business every year only amounts to P6,000.00 or P7,000.00, which is barely sufficient to give him the
necessary income that may accord him a lucrative occupation in contemplation of law. And this situation is not
affected by the fact that petitioner is the sole owner of the business from which he derives the above income and
wherein he invested a capital of P50,000.00 for what is important is that the business gives him an income which
may be considered lucrative considering his present needs, and, in our opinion, such income cannot come to this
standard bearing in mind the size of hisfamily. As this Court has properly said, "due to the high cost of living * *
* and the low purchasing power of the peso,” an annua income of P8,687.50 "cannot be considered lucrative
especially if we take into account the fact that he has a wife and five children (all of school age and actually
attending schools) to support." (Keng Giok vs. Republic, 112 Phil. 986; See also See Ho Kiat vs. Republic, 121
Phil. 1357.

A factor that may be considered in connection with petitioner's qualification is the fact that he is not using his true
name, but an alias name, like Si Un, which is contrary to Commonwealth Act 142 which provides that no alias
name may be used without prior permission of the court, and here such permission has not been obtained.

Finally, we take note that the witnesses who testified in support of the petition have declared that they had only
known petitioner for about ten years during which period they had known him to be a person of good repute,
which we find to be insufficient to qualify them to attest to the conduct and demeanor of petitioner during the
twenty-five years of his residence in the Philippines, for our law requires that one who desires to be a Filipino
citizen must establish that he has observed a proper and irreproachable conduct during the entire period of his
residence in the Philippines. Hence, it cannot be said that petitioner has all the qualifications and none of the
disqualifications required by law.

Wherefore, the decision appealed from is reversed. The petition for naturalization is dismissed with costs against
petitioner.

Bengzon, C. J., Concepcion, Reyes, J. B. L., Paredes Dizon, Regala, Makalintal, Bengzon, J. P., and Zaldivar, JJ.,
concur.
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