ADMINISTRATIVE ORDERS - OCTOBER 8, 1940

DISMISSING JUSTICE OF THE PEACE SANTIAGO INQUIMBOY OF
MONTALBAN, RIZAL

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 135, October 08, 1940

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/b01a407eb68b/

This administrative case arose out of four complaints filed against Santiago Inquimboy, Justice of the Peace of
Montalban, Rizal, for allegedly having misappropriated several amounts collected by him from judgment debtors
in civil cases filed before his court by the Agricultural Credit Cooperative Association of Montalb an.

It appears that in Civil Case No, 53 of the Justice of the Peace Court of Montalban, the Agricultural Credit
Cooperative Association of said municipality obtained judgment on May 7, 1937, against certain defendants for
the sum of KL64.15. A few days thereafter, the respondent, through a policeman, summoned the daughter of the
principal debtor, then deceased, and advised her that unless she paid the obligation of her father, his properties
would be attached. The respondent received ?3.00 as costs and ?20.00 as part payment of the judgment amount,
but he turned over only ?3.00 to the Municipal Treasurer in the latter’ s capacity as Treasurer of the Cooperative
Association, and retained the 220.00 until October 4, 1939, when he delivered it to the Municipal Treasurer upon
being required to do so by the Provincial Auditor.

Sometime in 1937, another party paid to the respondent the sum of ?10.00 as partial payment on the loan involved
in Civil Case No. 53, but the respondent kept this amount until October 18, 1939, when he was again required to
deliver it to the Municipal Treasurer.

In Civil Case No. 54, the same Cooperative Association obtained judgment on May 7, 1937, against certain
parties in the sum of ?100.00, plus P63.47 as interest. Thereafter, the respondent, through a policeman, summoned
the wife of the principal debtor, then deceased, and advised her to pay her husband’ s obligation. The respondent
received the sum of 263.47 on July 1, 1937, and ?10.00 on March 17, 1938, but he failed to turn over the said
amounts to the Municipal Treasurer in (spite of demands made upon him until the Municipal Treasurer had to
deduct these amounts from the respondent’ s salary for September, 1939.

It further appears that the respondent also retained in his possession the sum of ?20.00 which he received on
account of a certain party’s obligation with the Cooperative Association until he was required to turn over the
amount to the Municipal Treasurer on October 10, 1939.

The respondent’s defense that he retained the various amounts received by him pursuant to an agreement had
between the Cooperative Association and the judgment debtors that he would keep the partial payments made by
the latter until their respective obligations were paid in full, is without merit. The supposed agreement is denied
both by the Rural Credit Inspector of the Cooperative Association and the Judgment debtors. Moreover, the
respondent knows that it was not his duty to execute his own decisions, end his intervention in the collection of
the amounts due from the judgment debtors to the Agricultural Credit Cooperative Association of Montalban is
purely officious. The fact that the respondent retained the amounts he had collected for periods extending as long
as two years, and the fact that the Municipa Treasurer had to resort in one instance to deducting a certain sum
from his salary because of his inability to turn over said amount in spite of repeated demands, leads to no other
conclusion than that the respondent appropriated the amounts thus collected for his own personal use, | agree with
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the Secretary of Justice that one who has proved himself dishonest has no place in the government service,
particularly in the judiciary.

In view of the foregoing, and concurring in the recommendation of the Secretary of Justice, the respondent,
Santiago Inquimboy, is hereby removed from office as Justice of the Peace of Montalban, Rizal, for cause.

Done at the City of Manila, this 8th day of October, in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and forty, and of the
Commonwealth of the Philippines, the fifth.

(Sgd.) MANUEL L. QUEZON
President of the Philippines

By the President:

(Sgd.) LEON G. GUINTO
Under Secretary of the Interior
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