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Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/af0117da3102/

The Office of the Court Administrator and the Integrated Bar of the Philippines have jointly formulated a
memorandum on Policy Guidelines. The following are the policy guidelines:

I. The OCA and IBP shall seeto it that its members undertake the following:
- To make use of available Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) methods prior to resorts to courts.

- To encourage parties to include in their contacts a stipulation on compulsory resort to arbitration in any dispute
arising therefrom;

- To make full use of Pre-Tria and avail of court referred mediation in appropriate cases, in order to obviate
prolonged tria;

- To resort to the modes of discovery under Rules 23 to 29 of the 1997 Rules of Civil Procedure;

- To agree to the delegation of the reception of evidence to the clerk of court under Section 9, Rule of the 1997
Rules of Civil Procedure;

- To refer an issue of fact to commissioners in accordance with Rule 32 of the 1997 Rules of Civil Procedure;

- To agree to the use of affidavits of witnessesin the direct examination in appropriate cases subject ti the right of
the opposing counsel to admissible evidence and the right to cross-examination.

- To utilize Sections 14 and 15 of Rule 119 to ensure the appearance or examination of material witnesses for the
prosecution in criminal cases,

- To observe restraint in filling motions to dismiss but instead allege the grounds thereof in the answer as
defenses;

- To discourage the filing of motions of postponements, extensions of time to file pleadings, suspensions
proceedings and like motions; and

- To submit well-prepared and well-researched memoranda to assist the judge in rendering decisions,

I11. The OCA and IBP shall coordinate with the Philippine Judicial Academy and the Mandatory Continuing
Legal Education Committee in their projects, programs and activities for the implementation of these policy
guidelines.

This Memorandum on Policy Guidelines was signed on March 12, 2002 by the undersigned and the President of
the Integrated Bar of the Philippines.

For the information of all concerned.

30 April 2002
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PRESBITERO J. VELASCO, JR.

Court Administrator
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Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.
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