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WHEREAS, it is imperative that immediate steps be taken towards the protection of the life and health of the
people and of the country’s agricultural crops and valuable plants from the scourge of animal pests that are a
menace to society and a blight to the national economy; and

WHEREAS, to give added impetus to the realization of this objective, it is advisable to enlist the support end
assistance of every resident of this country by offering the best incentive designed to encourage and inspire his
creative effort in this direction;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RAMON MAGSAYSAY, President of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in
me by law, do hereby order:

1. The sum of P100,000.00 is authorized to be paid out of any existing appropriations for the Executive Office
that may be lawfully used for the purpose, as prize or award to any person who can discover any
microorganism – virus, bacterium, bacillus or fungus – capable of killing outright and exterminating rats that
spread disease or destroy agricultural crops, products, foods, clothing and plants essential to the national
economy and useful to the life, health and well-being of the people.

2. The rat-killing microorganism, such as virus, bacterium, bacillus or fungus for which the prize should be
awarded, shall not be dangerous or harmful to human beings, to livestock, to other valuable animals and plants.

3. A Committee is hereby created called Committee on the Rat Control Award, composed of the Secretary of
Agriculture and Natural Resources, as Chairman, and the Secretary of Health and the Social Welfare
Administrator, as members. This Committee is authorized to create a Beard of Judges composed of seven (7)
competent scientists who will help the Committee determine and select the winner of the P100,000.00 herein
authorized to be awarded. The Committee is also authorized to promulgate rules and regulations governing
such award and to call upon any department, bureau, office, agency or instrumentality of the Government,
including the government-owned or controlled corporations, for such assistance as it may require in
determining and selecting the winner of the award in accordance with the provisions of this Order.

Done in the City of Manila, this 7th day of April, in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and fifty-four, and of
the Independence of the Philippines, the eighth.

(Sgd.) RAMON MAGSAYSAY
President of the Philippines

By the President:
(Sgd.) FRED RUIZ CASTRO
Executive Secretary
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