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BAUTISTA ANGELO, J.:

Defendant was charged with murder in two separate informations filed In the Court of First Instance of Manila
He was found guilty in both cases and sentenced in each to suffer reclusion perpetua, with the accessory penalties
of the law, to indemnify the heirs of the deceased in the amount of P2,000, and to pay the cost. He appealed from
both Judgments.

Ngo Chu, a Chinese owner of a sari-sari store at No. 1 Hermosa street, City of Manila, was a holder of alicensed
revolver. Before going to bed in the night of September 2, 1949, he examined the revolver to be sure that It was
loaded and hid it under his pillow. When he woke up early the following morning, the pistol was missing. He
immediately reported Its disappearance to a policeman posted at the corner of Rizal Avenue and Cavite street,
who advised him to report the matter to Police Precinct No. 1. He, was accompanied In this errand by his landlord
Celso Casingan. They took ataxi and proceeded towards the City Hall where the precinct was located, and while
passing along Ongpin street they caught glimpse of defendant Sy Pio who was living in the same house where
Ngo Chu was staying, walking on the sidewalk near a Chinese theater. They overtook him while he was entering a
restaurant, whereupon they alighted from the taxi and followed him. Upon coming near him in the kitchen of the
restaurant, Ngo Chu noticed that he was carrying his pistol in his hand. Then defendant said in Chinese: "Don't
approach, otherwise | will shoot you or kill you". Upon hearing this remark, Ngo Chu and his companion gave
some steps backward, and immediately thereafter they heard a shot. The defendant hurriedly left pistol in hand
while Ngo Chu noticed that one Ong Pian fell down. Ngo Chu and Casingan also left to pursue the defendant, but
failed to do so. They reported the shooting to the first policeman they saw at the corner of Rizal Avenue and
Cavite street. Ong Pian was taken to the St. Luke's Hospital where he died in the afternoon of the same day.

It likewise appears that after the shooting that took place in the restaurant, defendant proceeded to; a house at
Misericordia street where, upon arriving, he found one Jose Sy, a Chinaman, seated on a chair, reading a
newspaper, and without saying anything, and using the same revolver, fired a shot at said Jose, who was mortally
wounded and died instantaneously. Defendant fired other shotsin the air and left.

Defendant was apprehended in Tarlac by some members of the Philippine Constabulary several days after
perpetrating the two dastardly acts. After an investigation made by said agents of the law, defendant admitted
having committed the crimes before the Justice of the Peace of Tarlac and the police officers of Manila who went
to the place to arrest him. His declaration was put in writing and was voluntarily signed by him. In his written
confession defendant admitted having shot Ong Pian and another Chinaman who turned out to be the other victim.

The facts above recited show conclusively that the defendant is the author of the death of Ong Pian and Jose Sy.
He killed them with the revolver of Ngo Chu which the latter hid under his pillow in the night of September 2,
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1949 This is supported by the testimony of Ngo Chu and Celso Casingan, both eye-witnesses by the testimony of
Francisca Luna, wife of Jose Sy, and a Chinese by the name of Tan Chiong Kiap, also both eye-witnesses, as well
as by the written confession made by defendant before the agents of the law. There is nothing that can discredit
this evidence for nothing has been shown that these witnesses have testified for reasons other than to tell the truth,
No personal or improper motive has been ascribed to their action. Defendant on the other hand has not advanced
any defense in justification for his acts other than his uncorroborated version that it was one Chinese named Chua
Tone who killed the two deceased as a result of an aleged agreement he had with him, and his seeming
imputation that two other Chinese named Y u Owa and Lim Sy Puat took part in the killing. This lone testimony
however, which stands uncorroborated, cannot prevail over the unimpeached evidence of the prosecution. To all
appearances, as pointed out by the lower court, the persons alluded to by the defendant are at best fictitious or
imaginary because he failed to mention any of them in his written confession nor has he made any attempt to
prove their identity or their participation in the killing. His confession shows that he shot his victims for personal
reasons. Upon the evidence of record, we are persuaded that the defendant is the only author of the death of the
two victims.

The acts committed constitute two crimes of murder qualified by treachery. There being no modifying
circumstance to consider in favor or against the defendant, the proper penalty should be imposed in the medium
degree, or reclusion perpetua.

The judgment in both cases should be affirmed, with costs against the appellant.

Paras, C.J., Feria, Pablo, Bengzon, Padilla, Tuason, Reyes, and Jugo, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-3827-28. November 23, 1951

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



