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DE LEON, J.:

This is an appeal from an order of the Court of First Instance of Manila admitting to probate the last will and
testament of the deceased Jose L. Collantes and issuing letters testamentary to Felix Collantes who was named
executor therein.

The petition for probate of the will above referred to was filed by Felix Collantes and his wife, Anita Rius de
Collantes, on September 19, 1957, with the prayer that letters testamentary be issued to them. It is alleged, among
other things, that the decedent Jose L. Collantes, a full-blood brother of the petitioner Felix Collantes and resident
of Manila, died a bachelor on August 8, 1957, leaving "a one-third proindiviso share in the real property located at
829 R. Hidalgo, Quiapo, Manila, which share is valued at P38,780.00, more or less, as well as bank deposits, the
exact amounts of which has not yet been verified."

Pacita, Maria, Juan, Antonio and Celerina, all surnamed Collantes, interposed objection to the petition and prayed
that the deceased be declared to have died intestate on the grounds stated by them in their respective oppositions.
In the opposition filed by Juan Collantes, it is alleged that the deceased left real and personal properties "worth
P176,000.00, more or less."

Finding that the last will and testament has been executed and attested in the manner required by law, the lower
court, on January 21, 1959, issued the order now complained of. Oppositors Antonio, Maria and Pacita in due
time filed a motion for reconsideration. Juan Collantes also filed a separate motion for reconsideration, while
Celerina M. Collantes Vda. de Hilario filed a motion for reconsideration and new trial. As all the three motions
were denied by the lower court, the oppositors filed a notice of appeal stating that they were appealing to the
Court of Appeals. In their amended record on appeal, however, which was approved by the court, they prayed that
the record of the case be forwarded to this Court instead of the Court of Appeals, it being alleged that "the amount
of the Testate Estate of Jose L. Collantes is over P50,000.00."

In their brief, the oppositors assign the following errors:

"First
"THE TRIAL COURT ERRED IN NOT DECLARING ANITA RIUS DE COLLANTES INCOMPETENT
TO TESTIFY IN THE PROBATE OF THE ALLEGED WILL EXHIBIT F, AND IN ADMITTING HER
TESTIMONY IN EVIDENCE.

"Second
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"THE TRIAL COURT ERRED IN GIVING FULL FAITH AND CREDENCE TO THE TESTIMONY OF
ANITA RIUS DE COLLANTES AND IN NOT HOLDING THAT SHE COULD NOT HAVE WITNESSED
THE ALLEGED EXECUTION OF EXHIBIT F.

"Third
"THE TRIAL COURT ERRED IN NOT HOLDING THAT THE DECEASED, JOSE L. COLLANTES DID
NOT EXECUTE THE DOCUMENT, EXHIBIT F.

"Fourth
"THE TRIAL COURT ERRED IN HOLDING THAT THE DOCUMENT, EXHIBIT F, HAS BEEN
EXECUTED AND ATTESTED IN THE MANNER REQUIRED BY LAW AND IN ADMITTING IT TO
PROBATE.

"Fifth
"THE TRIAL COURT ERRED IN NOT FINDING THAT PETITIONERS FAILED TO ADDUCE THE
QUANTUM OF EVIDENCE NECESSARY FOR THE PROBATE OF A WILL AND THAT THEIR
EVIDENCE IS WEAK, INCONCLUSIVE AND OF DOUBTFUL VERACITY."

It appearing that the amount involved in the proceedings does not exceed P200,000.00 and considering that the
questions raised in most of the errors assigned are purely factual, it is evident that this case comes within the
appellate jurisdiction of the Court of Appeals in line with the provision of section 2 of Republic Act No. 2613.

Wherefore, it is ordered that this case be certified to the Court of Appeals for determination in accordance with
law.

Bengzon, Padilla, Labrador, Concepcion, Reyes J. B. L., Barrera, Paredes, Dizon, and Natividad JJ., concur.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-15341. July 20, 1961

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-15341. July 20, 1961

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


