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FRANCISCO, J.:

This is a motion of petitioners, seeking reconsideration[1] of this Court’s Resolution,[2] promulgated on
November 29, 2013, which dismissed the instant petition.

Notably, petitioners' motion was filed beyond the reglementary period prescribed by law. Section 1, Rule 52 of
the 1997 Rules of Civil Procedure provides:

Section 1. Period of filing. – A party may file a motion for reconsideration of a judgment or final resolution
within fifteen (15) days from notice thereof, with proof of service on the adverse party.

In the case of FJR Garments Industries versus Court of Appeals,[3] the Supreme Court said:

Rules of court prescribing the time within which certain acts must be done, or certain proceedings taken, are
absolutely indispensable to the prevention of needless delays and the orderly and speedy discharge of judicial
business. Strict compliance with such rules is mandatory and imperative.

Even if this Court were to consider petitioners' motion, the grounds raised therein, still, do not hold water:

- The copy of the assailed Decision dated March 8, 2013 is a mere photocopy in violation of Section 3 (3[rd]
paragraph), Rule 46 of the Revised Rules of Civil Procedure. Movants' explanation that they attached a certified
true copy of the said assailed Decision in their earlier petition for a temporary restraining order/or writ of
preliminary injunction docketed as CA-G.R. SP No. 05459-MIN pending before the 21[st] Division of this
Honorable Court is not an excuse to violate the said rule.

- There is incomplete allegations of material dates since the date of filing of the motion for reconsideration of the
assailed Decision was not indicated in violation of Section 3 (2[nd] paragraph), Rule 46 of the Revised Rules of
Civil Procedure. Movants posit that the motion for reconsideration was timely filed on April 19, 2013 or just four
(4) days from receipt of the assailed Decision as shown in Annex “E” of the petition. A perusal of Annex “E,”
however, shows only the date of service to the respondents and not the date of filing.[4]

Moreover, it appears that this case involves an appeal from the Decision of the Ombudsman in Administrative
Case No. OMB-M-A-09-124-C.[5] The Office of the Ombudsman is a quasi-judicial agency covered by the
procedure outlined in Rule 43 of the 1997 Rules of Civil Procedure.[6] As a rule, appeals from decisions of
quasi-judicial agencies, such as the Office of the Ombudsman, in administrative disciplinary cases, should be
taken to the Court of Appeals under Rule 43. The rule was formulated precisely to provide for a uniform rule of
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appellate procedure for quasi-judicial agencies.[7] Thus, certiorari under Rule 65 will not lie, as appeal under
Rule 43 is an adequate remedy in the ordinary course of law.[8]

WHEREFORE, the instant motion for reconsideration is hereby DENIED.

SO ORDERED.

Borja, J., Chairperson and Badelles, JJ., concur.

[1] Rollo, p. 251.

[2] Rollo, p. 246.

[3] FJR Garments Industries v. Court of Appeals, G.R. No. L-49320, June 29, 1984.

[4] Rollo, p. 208.

[5] Rollo, p. 10.

[6] Namuhe v. The Ombudsman, 358 Phil. 781, 789 (1998) citing Fabian v. Hon. Desierto, 356 Phil. 787, 806
(1998).

[7] Id., at 788-789.

[8] SEC. 1, Rule 65, 1997 RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE.
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