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WHEREAS, on December 20, 1906, a group Filipino plantation workers arrived in Hawaii aboard the Doric,
leading the first wave of Filipinos to migrate to Hawaii;

WHEREAS, the first group of Filipinos was followed by subsequent waves of Filipinos immigrants who came to
settle in Hawaii and also in other parts of the United States, contributing to a migration pattern that continues up
to this day;

WHEREAS, today Filipinos with their rich culture and heritage have become a positive influence on mainstream
life in Hawaii, with many of them succeeding prominently in their respective professions, in business, politics,
government, the academe and the arts;

WHEREAS, while Filipinos in Hawaii have firmly established themselves in their adoptive country, they continue
to maintain their strong ties with the Philippines, keep an active interest in its progress, and contribute to the
development of their homeland;

WHEREAS, conscious of the historical circumstances and the contribution of Filipinos to Hawaii’s multicultural
society, the State of Hawaii has initiated preparations to commemorate the centennial of Filipino migration to
Hawaii in 2006, and created through Act 159 the Filipino Centennial Celebration Commission to organize the
commemorative activities.

WHEREAS, the commemoration of the centennial of Filipino migration to Hawaii will contribute to
strengthening ties among Filipinos in Hawaii and the entire United States, open new opportunities for tourism,
trade and organizations and highlight their contribution to both the United States of America and the Philippines,
and reinforce their important role in bridging the two countries;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, President of the Republic of the Philippines, by
virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do hereby order:

SECTION 1. Lead Agency – The Commission of Filipino Overseas (CFO) shall be the lead agency for the
commemoration of the Centennial of Filipino Migration to Hawaii.

SEC. 2. Agency Support – The CFO shall coordinate the integrated assistance by seeking technical, financial and
administrative support from the following agencies: Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA), Department of
Tourism (DOT), Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE), Department of Trade and Industry (DTI),
Department of Education (DepEd), Department of Transportation and Communications (DOTC) – Civil
Aeronautics Board (CAB), Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG), National Commission for
Culture and the Arts (NCCA), National Historical Institute (NHI), and Philippine Retirement Authority (PRA).

The above-mentioned agencies shall be represented by an official with rank no below that of an Assistant
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Secretary.

The CFO may also seek assistance from the private sector.

SEC. 3. Integrated Assistance – The CFO, by itself or through the agencies mentioned in Section 2 hereof, shall:

- Prepare an over-all program to commemorate Filipino migration to Hawaii in 1906 onwards, in order to
highlight their significant contributions to Hawaii, the United States and the Philippines.

- Oversee the implementation of the various programs and activities for the commemoration, and encourage the
widest participation of Filipinos in the country, in Hawaii and the rest of the United States.

- Coordinate with the Filipino Centennial Celebration Commission in Hawaii, as well as Filipino associations and
organizations in the United States for the conduct of joint commemorative activities.

- Organize working groups to coordinate and supervise matters related to the commemorative activities.

- Mobilize private sector participation in all aspects of the commemoratives activities.

- Perform other functions that will ensure the smooth and successful conduct of activities for the celebration.

SEC. 4. Assistance – The CFO is hereby authorized to call upon all other departments, agencies, and
instrumentalities of the government whose assistance and support may be deemed necessary to the effective
performance of all these functions, and said departments, agencies, and instrumentalities are hereby directed to
extend full cooperation thereto.

SEC. 5 Funding – The CFO may seek grants, and may accept donations, to finance or support its projects,
programs and activities in connection with the commemorative activities.

SEC. 6. Period of Existence – The Commission shall cease to exist after March 31, 2007, after submitting a final
report to the Office of the President of all its activities, including an accounting of all moneys received and
disbursed.

SEC. 7. Separability Clause – Should any part or provision of this Executive Order be held unconstitutional or
invalid, other parts or provisions hereof which are not affected thereby shall continue to be in full force and effect.

SEC. 8. Effectivity – This Executive Order shall take effect immediately.

Done in the City of Manila, this 23rd day of August, in the year of Our Lord Two Thousand and Five.

(SGD.) GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO

President of the Philippines

By the President:

(SGD.) EDUARDO R. ERMITA
Executive Secretary

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 457, August 23, 2005

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 457, August 23, 2005

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


