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AN ACT TO FURTHER AMEND SECTIONS SIXTEEN HUNDRED AND
SEVENTY-FOUR AND SIXTEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SEVEN OF
THE REVISED ADMINISTRATIVE CODE.

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 732, June 18, 1952
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. Section sixteen hundred and seventy-four of the Revised Administrative Code, as amended by
Republic Act Numbered Two hundred and eighty-two, is further amended to read as follows:

"SEC. 1674. Assistant Provincia Fiscals—In the following provinces there shall be assistant provincial fiscals
in such numbers as are hereinafter provided:

"Abra, one assistant provincial fiscal;

"Agusan, one assistant provincial fiscal;

"Albay, three assistant provincial fiscals;
"Antique, one assistant provincial fiscal;
"Bataan, one assistant provincial fiscal;
"Batangas, three assistant provincial fiscals;
"Bohoal, three assistant provincial fiscals;
"Bukidnon, one assistant provincial fiscal;
"Bulacan, three assistant provincial fiscals;
"Cagayan, two assistant provincial fiscals;
"Camarines Norte, one assistant provincial fiscal;
"Camarines Sur, two assistant provincial fiscals;
"Capiz, two assistant provincia fiscals;

"Cavite, two assistant provincial fiscals,

"Cebu, seven assistant provincial fiscals;
"Cotabato, two assistant provincial fiscals,
"Davao, one assistant provincial fiscal;

"Ilocos Norte, two assistant provincial fiscals;
"[locos Sur, two assistant provincial fiscals,
"lloilo, five assistant provincial fiscals,

"|sabela, one assistant provincial fiscal;
"Laguna, two assistant provincial fiscals;
"Lanao, two assistant provincial fiscal;
"LaUnion, two assistant provincial fiscals;
"Leyte, six assistant provincial fiscals;
"Marinduqgue, one assistant provincial fiscal;
"Masbate, one assistant provincial fiscal;
"Mountain Province, one assistant provincial fiscal;
"Nueva Ecija, four assistant provincial fiscals;
"Nueva Vizcaya, one assistant provincial fiscal;
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"Occidental Mindoro, one assistant provincial fiscal;
"Oriental Mindoro, one assistant provincial fiscal;
"Occidental Misamis, one assistant provincial fiscal;
"Oriental Misamis, one assistant provincia fiscal;
"Occidental Negros, five assistant provincia fiscals;
"Oriental Negros, two assistant provincial fiscals;
"Palawan, one assistant provincial fiscal;
"Pampanga, four assistant provincial fiscas;
"Pangasinan, five assistant provincial fiscals;
"Quezon, three assistant provincial fiscals;

"Rizal, six assistant provincial fiscals;

"Romblon, one assistant provincial fiscal;

"Samar, three assistant provincia fiscals;
"Sorsogon, two assistant provincial fiscals;

"Sulu, one assistant provincial fiscal;

"Surigao, one assistant provincial fiscal;

"Tarlac, three assistant provincia fiscals,
"Zambales, one assistant provincial fiscal;
""Zamboanga, one assistant provincial fiscal.
"Assistant provincia fiscals shall receive such salaries hereinafter provided:

"(A) Infirst class provinces A and B, the first assistant provincial fiscal, four thousand five hundred pesos per
annum, the second assistant provincial fiscal, four thousand two hundred fifty pesos per annum; and the other
assistant provincial fiscals, three thousand six hundred pesos each, per annum;

"(B) In first class provinces, the first assistant provincial fiscal, four thousand two hundred pesos each, per
annum; the other assistant provincial fiscals, three thousand six hundred pesos each, per annum;

"(C) In second, third, fourth, and fifth class provinces three thousand six hundred pesos each, per annum;

"These Officers shall be appointed by the President of the Philippines with the consent of the Commission on
Appointments of the Congress of the Philippines, and their salaries shall be paid by the provinces concerned. The
salary of the assistant provincial fiscal shall be included in the annual appropriation of the province in the same
manner as the salary of the provincia fiscal. To be eligible for appointment to this position, a person must be a
citizen of the Philippines who has been duly admitted to practice law in the Court of said Islands, and has been in
actual practice for at least five years, prior to his appointment: Provided, however, That incumbent assistant
provincia fiscals whose appointments have been duly acted upon and approved by the Commission on
Appointments of the Congress of the Philippines prior to the approval of this Act, shall be deemed reappointed
and their appointments confirmed and, therefore, entitled to the benefits of this Act.”

SEC. 2. Section sixteen hundred and eighty-seven of the Administrative Code is hereby amended to read as
follows:

"SEC. 1687. Authority of Fiscal to conduct investigation in criminal matter.—A provincia fiscal shall have
authority to conduct investigation into the matter of any crime or misdemeanor and have the necessary
information or complaint prepared or made against persons charged with the commission of the same. If the
offense charged falls within the original jurisdiction of the Court of First Instance, the defendant shall not be
entitled as a matter of right to preliminary investigation in any case where the provincia fiscal himself, after
due investigation of the facts made in the presence of the accused if the latter so requested, shall have
presented an information against: him in proper form and certified under oath by the said provincial fiscal that
he conducted a proper preliminary investigation. To this end, he may, with due notice to the accused, summon
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reputed witnesses and require them to appear before him and testify and be cross-examined under oath by the
accused upon the latter's request. The attendance or evidence of absent or recalcitrant witnesses who may be
summoned or whose testimony may be required by the provincia fiscal under the authority herein conferred
shall be enforced by proper process upon application to be made by the provincia fiscal to any Judge of First
Instance of the Judicial District. But no witness summoned to testify under this section shall be compelled to
give testimony to incriminate himself.

"The Provincial Fiscal shall also cause to be investigated the cause of sudden deaths which have not been
satisfactorily explained and when there is suspicion that the cause arose from the unlawful acts or omissions of
other persons, or from foul play. For that purpose, he may cause autopsies to be made and shall be entitled to
demand and receive for purposes of such investigations or autopsies, the aid of the medico-legal section of the
National Bureau of Investigation or of the District Health Officer and the different presidents of the sanitary
divisions of the province."

SEC. 3. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.
Approved, June 18, 1952.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 4
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library REPUBLIC ACT NO. 732, June 18, 1952

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 4 of 4
Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



