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DE LEON, J.:

On August 8, 1956, Consolacion Rosete, Charito Rosete, Mary Lo Rosete, and Elizabeth Rosete, all minors,
assisted by their mother Eugenia Carag, filed a complaint in the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court against
Pablo Rosete, praying that they be recognized as the latter's illegitimate children. The complaint alleges in
substance that sometime in January, 1945, defendant, who was legally married to another with whom he had
several children, met plaintiffs' mother, Eugenia Carag, in Cagayan province, fell in love with her, and after a
serious courtship with promise of marriage, prevailed upon her to live with him; that plaintiffs were conceived
and born during the time their mother cohabited with the defendant; that while defendant had been supporting
plaintiffs, the support given was insufficient for their sustenance, education and other indispensable needs; and
that plaintiffs are seeking to establish their filiation and paternity with defendant in order that they may be entitled
to claim for support under the law.

In his answer, as later amended, defendant Pablo Rosete denied the material allegations of the complaint and
alleges that he never had any love affair with Eugenia Carag; that the said Eugenia Carag is a woman who is wont
to have love affairs and had cohabited with several men; that plaintiffs are not his children but children had by
Eugenia Carag with other men; and that he had never maintained nor supported said children, much less
recognized them as his own. By way of affirmative and special defenses, defendant alleges that the complaint
states no cause of action, the relief prayed for being contrary to law, and that it, likewise, states no factual
allegations upon which the prayer for recognition would stand. As counterclaim, defendant claims damages due to
the alleged malicious filing of the complaint.

At the trial, during which both testimonial and documentary evidence were presented, Eugenia Carag testified in
support of the complaint. For the defense, the defendant Pablo Rosete testified in his own behalf. His wife,
Gregoria Basa, as well as Leopoldo Alovara and Victoriano Latupan also testified in his favor.

On August 18, 1958, the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court, discrediting the evidence presented by defendant
and believing in that adduced for the plaintiffs, rendered judgment, the dispositive part of which reads:

"IN VIEW OF ALL THE FOREGOING, judgment is hereby rendered compelling the defendant, by virtue of
the provisions of Article 289, taken together with Article 283 (particularly paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of the latter
article), of the new Civil Code, to recognize the minors Consolacion, Charito, Maria Lourdes and Elizabeth, all
surnamed Rosete, as his illegitimate children, with all the rights and privileges which the law extends to similar
persons of the same status. The said defendant is further ordered to pay, by way of attorney's fees, the sum of
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three hundred pesos (P300.00), plus the costs of this suit."

Dissatisfied with the above decision, defendant appealed directly to this Court, claiming, in his brief, that the trial
court denied him a fair trial and of his constitutional right not to be compelled to testify against himself, since he
was not allowed to appear merely through counsel and was compelled to write on a piece of paper portions of a
latter allegedly written by him. He also claims that the trial court erred in giving "undue credence to the faltering,
uncorroborated and self-serving testimony devised and concocted by the supposed claimant Consolacion (must be
Eugenia) Carag," and in not giving full probative value to the "very natural, open and straightforward, positive
clear and convincing testimony" offered by him and his witnesses, and also in not absolving him and dismissing
plaintiffs' complaint.

Section 38-E of Republic Act No. 409, otherwise known as the Charter of the City of manila, as amended by
Republic Act No. 1461, which created the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court, provides that decisions and
orders of that court shall be appealed in the same manner and subject to the same conditions as appeals from the
courts of first instance.

It appearing that the present appeal involves largely questions of fact, the constitutional questions raised not being
substantial, we find and so hold that the same comes within the jurisdiction of the Court of Appeals pursuant to
section 2 of Republic Act No. 2613, amending the Judiciary Act of 1948.

Wherefore, this case is ordered certified to the Court of Appeals for determination in accordance with law.

Bengzon, Padilla, Labrador, Concepcion, Reyes, J. B. L., Barrera, Paredes, Dizon, and Natividad, JJ., concur.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-15055. July 21, 1961

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-15055. July 21, 1961

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


