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FERNANDEZ, J.:

Special Proceedings No. 179-P for the settlement of the estate of the deceased Concepcion Cabarrus Vda. de
Santos was assigned to the Court of First Instance of Rizal, Branch III, Pasay City, presided over by the
respondent Judge Pedro JL. Bautista. Arturo de Santos, present petitioner and a son of the deceased, was named
the regular administrator in said case. Respondent Milagros de Santos Angeles, claiming to be an acknowledged
natural child of the late Concepcion Cabarrus Vda. de Santos, filed a motion for intervention in the case. In the
meantime, the respondent Judge Bautista went on sick leave. The case was then endorsed to Branch XXVIII
presided over by the respondent Judge Enrique Agana.

When respondent Judge Bautista got well, the administrator, Arturo de Santos, filed a petition before Judge Agana
for the transfer of the case (Special Proceedings No. 1790-P) to Judge Bautista. Judge Agana ordered the return of
said case to Judge Bautista provided the latter had no objection thereto. But Judge Bautista declined to accept the
case on the ground that the parties have agreed to have all pending incidents in the case heard by Judge Agana.
Afterwards, in a pre-trial conference before Judge Agana, the latter expressed an opinion on the status of
respondent Milagros de Santos Angeles as an acknowledged natural child, which petitioner maintained is a
pre-judgment of the case and a ground for disqualification.

This case is now before Us on a petition for certiorari to disqualify Judge Agana from hearing Special
Proceedings No. 1790-P, and for the return of the case to Judge Bautista. Private respondents, Milagros de Santos
Angeles and her husband, Ricardo Angeles, filed their comments to the petition and contended that the opinion
expressed by Judge Agana was not sufficient to disqualify him. The two other children of the deceased
Concepcion Cabarrus Vda. de Santos, namely, Alberto de Santos and Alicia de Santos, were allowed to intervene.
Alberto sided with the respondent Milagros de Santos Angeles while Alicia sided with the petitioner.

At the oral argument of this case on April 24, 1974, the petitioner, the private respondents, and the intervenor
Alicia de Santos Maloles, thru respective counsels, manifested that they have full faith in the impartiality of the
respondent Judge Bautista and have no objection to his hearing Special Proceedings No. 1790-P. In view of this
manifestation, this Court resolved to require said Judge to comment on whether he can now accept and hear said
case No. 1790-P which originally belonged to Branch III presided over by him. Said respondent Judge Pedro JL.
Bautista, having filed before this Court a manifestation that he "is ready and willing to take back the subject Sp.
Proc. No. 1790-P and to continue hearing the same," the present case is hereby dismissed without costs, the same
having become moot and academic.
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SO ORDERED.

Zaldivar, (Chairman), Fernando, Barredo, Antonio, and Aquino, JJ., concur.
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