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TUASON, J.:

The petitioner, accused of murder in Criminal Case No. 938 of the Court of First Instance of Ilocos Norte, files
this petition for certiorari to set aside certain orders of that court, to revoke an order of the Justice of the Peace of
Laoag, to order his release on bail for P20,000 so that he can prepare for his trial, and to issue a preliminary
injunction to restrain the respondent Judge from hearing his case until after this petition shall have been decided.
The prayer for preliminary injunction was granted.

It appears that the Justice oft the Peace of Laoag, after conducting a preliminary investigation set the defendant's
bail at P40,000 for his temporary release. Having failed to put up a bond and having been bound over to the Court
of First Instance for trial, the defendant asked the latter court to reduce the amount required by the Justice of the
Peace to P20,000.00, The Provincial Fiscal not only objected to the requested reduction but moved that the
accused's application for bail be totally denied. Thereupon Judge Manuel P. Barcelona directed the prosecution
"to introduce such of its witnesses on the witness stand as he may deem sufficient so as to give a chance to the
defense to cross examine them," and authorized the defense to present counter evidence.

But such hearing was postponed four times and trial on the merits twice, all at the instance of the accused.
Impatient at these repeated continuances, Judge Belmonte (Judge Barcelona having been detailed to another
court) set the case for trial on the merits for November 14, 1949 apparently with a warning that no further request
for postponement would be entertained.

It was that trial which, the defendant succeeded in preventing, thanks to this Court's issuance of a writ of
preliminary injunction. And he would not under any circumstances go to tria, if he could have his way, unless he
was first set free on bail at the amount fixed by him.

In Ocampo vs. Bernabe (43 Off. Gaz., 1632 August), [1] this Court held that, since the discretion to grant bail in
capital offenses depends on the weight of evidence, such, evidence should be exhibited before the court. This
Court added that the hearing of an application for bail may be summary or otherwise, in the court's discretion.

This ruling implies that the court is not obliged to conduct a separate proceeding to determine the right of an
accused to be admitted to bail.

It appearing that the trial which the defendant has succeeded in having suspended had for one of its purposes, as
the respondent Judge alleges, precisely to determine whether bail should be alowed, it is clear that His Honor did
not exceed his jurisdiction or abused his discretion. In away, aregular trial has advantage over a summary one as
a means of reaching a decision on an application for bail, in that "new presumptions as to the prisoner's guilt or
innocence are raised with each step of the prosecution." At any rate, the court has the choice of method to attain
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this end.

This Court can not pass upon the question of the petitioner's right to bail as there is nothing before us showing the
character and extent of the proof the prosecution has against him. Not even a copy of the information is attached
to the petition, nor are there allegations touching upon such evidence.

The most the defendant could ask for would be an order issued to the Court of First Instance to grant him an
opportunity to show that he is entitled to bail. But such opportunity was offered to or even pressed upon him and
he refused to take advantage of it for reasons which we do not think were meritorious at all.

The petition is denied and the preliminary injunction heretofore issued is dissolved, with costs against the
petitioner.

Ozaeta, Pablo, Bengzon, Montemayor, and Reyes, JJ., concur.

[1] 77 Phil, pp. 56.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-3451. May 29, 1950

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



