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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. The first and fourth paragraphs of Section seventy-six of Republic Act Numbered Five hundred
twenty-one are hereby amended to read as follows:

"There shall be a City Court with two salas for the City of Cagayan de Oro for which there shall be appointed
two city judges and one auxiliary judge. The city judge presiding over the first sala shal be the executive
judge. The retirement pay of either of the city judges shall be based upon the last monthly salary he was
receiving at the time of retirement and he shall be automatically entitled to a lump sum payment equivalent to
five years salary, and upon survival after the expiration of the five-year period to further annuity payable
monthly during the residue of his natural life. He may retire, if he so desires, under the provisions of subsection
(e) of Section twelve of Commonwealth Act Numbered One hundred eighty-six, as inserted by Republic Acts
Numbered Sixteen hundred sixteen and Six hundred sixty, and as amended by Republic Acts Numbered Seven
hundred twenty-eight and Three thousand ninety-six notwithstanding the provisions of law to the contrary."

SEC. 2. Section seventy-seven of the same Act is hereby amended to read as follows:

" Sec. 77. Clerk and employees of the City Court.& mdashThere shall be a city clerk and deputy clerk of the
City Court who shall be appointed by the city judge in accordance with Civil Service Law, rules and
regulations, and who shall receive a compensation, to be fixed by ordinance approved by the Secretary of
Justice, at not less than four thousand eight hundred pesos and three thousand six hundred pesos per annum,
respectively. The city clerk shall be the custodian of the record and property of the City Court and shall keep
the seal of the court and affix it to all orders, judgments, certificates, records, and other documents issued by
the court. He shall keep a docket of the trials in the court, in which he shall record in summary manner the
names of the parties and the various proceedings in civil cases, and in criminal cases, the name of the
defendant, the charge against him, the names of the witnesses, the date of the arrest, the appearance of the
defendant, the dispositive part of the judgment together with the fines and costs adjudged or collected. The city
clerk and deputy clerk of court shall have the authority to make and/or issue court clearances and certified
copies of all papers and records of the court not otherwise confidential and shall have the power to administer
oath upon the payment of fees to be determined by the City Council which shall be used for the acquisition
and/or purchase of books, supplies and expenses of the court: Provided, That in administering oaths, no fees
shall be collected if and when required for papers and/or documents to be filed with the court or by any
government office or agency.

"The city clerk of the city court shall at the same time be sheriff of the city and shall as such have the same
powers and duties conferred by existing law to provincial sheriffs with an additional compensation to be fixed t
the municipal board at not less than one thousand two hundred pesos per annum. The municipal board shall
provide for such number of stenographers, interpreters clerks in the office of the city clerk of the city court as
the needs of the service may demand. The city judges shall be entitled to a gasoline allowance the amount by
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the municipal board at not less than one hundred pesos a month."

SEC. 3. Section seventy-eight of the same Act is amended to read as follows:

"SEC 78. Jurisdiction of the City Court.& mdashThe City Court shall have like jurisdiction in civil and criminal
cases and the same incidental powers as are at present conferred by law upon jurisdiction of the municipal
courts of capitals of provinces and city courts of chartered cities. It may aso conduct preliminary
investigations for any offense, without regard to the limits of punishment, and may release, or commit and bind
over any person charged with such offense to secure his appearance before the proper court.”

SEC. 4. Section eighty-one of same Act is hereby amended to read as follows:

"Sec. 81. Costs, fees, fines and forfeitures in City Court.& mdashThere shall be tax against and collected from
the defendant, in case of his conviction in the City Court, such costs and fees as may be prescribed by law in
criminal cases in municipal courts. All costs, fines and forfeitures shall be collected by the city clerk of court,
who shall keep a docket of those imposed and of those collected, and shall pay collections of the same to the
city treasurer, for the benefit of the city, on the next business day after the same are collected, and take receipts
therefor. The city judge shall examine said docket each day, compare the same with the amount receipted for
by the city treasurer and satisfy himself that al such costs, fees, fines, and for-feitures have been duly
accounted for."

SEC. 5. Section eighty-three of the same Act is likewise amended to read as follows:

"SEC. 83. Procedure on appeal from City Court to Court of First Instance.& mdashWith the exception of the
decisions appealable directly to the Court of Appeals or Supreme Court as the case may be, pursuant to the last
paragraph of section seventy-eight of this Act, an appeal shal lie to the Court of First Instance in all cases
where fine or imprisonment, or both, is imposed by the City Court. The party desiring to appeal shall, before
six o'clock post meridian of the fifteenth day after the rendition and entry of the judgment by the City Court,
file with the city clerk of the court a written statement that he appeals to the Court of First Instance. The filing
of such statement shall perfect the appeal. The judge of the court from whose decision appeal is taken, shall,
within five days after the appeal is taken, transmit to the clerk of the Court of First Instance a certified copy of
the record of proceedings and all the original papers and processes in the case. A perfected appeal shall operate
to vacate the judgment of the City Court, and the action when duly entered in the Court of First Instance, shall
stand for trial de novo upon its merits as though the same had never been tried. Pending an appeal, the
defendant shall remain in custody unless released in the discretion of the judge of the city court or of the judge
of the Court of First Instance, upon sufficient bail, in accordance with the procedure in force, to await the
judgment of the appellate court.

"Appeasin civil cases shall be governed by the ordinary procedure established by law."
SEC. 6. All Actsor parts of Actsinconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.
SEC. 7. This Act shall take effect on July first, nineteen hundred sixty-four.
Approved, June 18, 1964.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library REPUBLIC ACT NO. 3969, June 18, 1964

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



