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Whenever it is necessary for the Government of the Philippines or any provincial, city, or municipal government,
to exercise the power of eminent domain to acquire private property for public use, the following procedure shall
be followed:

(a) The Director of Public Works, city or district engineer or other official concerned, shall make the necessary
negotiations with the owner of the property needed for public use with a view to having it donated, or sold to the
Government at not to exceed the assessed valuation prior to the investigation and survey of the object.

(b) If the negotiations fail, the official concerned shall forthwith, and by formal notification submit the matter to
an appraisal committee which is hereby created and which shall be composed of the provincial treasurer, as
chairman and the district engineer and the district auditor, as members, of the province where the land is located.
If the property is situated in a chartered city, the appraisal committee shall be composed of the city treasurer, as
Chairman, and the city engineer and the city auditor, as members.

The committee shall endeavor to secure complete data to ascertain the real or market value of the property to be
acquired. The committee is authorized to hold public hearings and make such other investigation as may be
deemed necessary. Upon the completion of the investigation and not longer than sixty days after the receipt of
notification by the chairman, the committee shall submit a report to the provincial board, city or municipal council
or National Government official concerned with recommendation as to whether the property should be purchased
at the prices determined upon by the committee and approved by the owners, or condemnation proceedings
instituted.

In determining the real or marked value of the property to be acquired for public use, the committee shall make
efforts to ascertain the purchase price of the property to be acquired or of other property similarly conditioned in
the same vicinity. It should also determine the consequential benefits that may be derived from the construction of
the proposed improvement and the damages that may be caused by such improvement. In arriving at a fair
valuation as contemplated by law, if the estimated damages exceed the estimated benefits, such excess should be
added to the market value. On the other hand, if the estimated benefits exceed the probable damages, the
difference shall be disregarded and the market price considered the fair valuation.

(c) If the recommendation of the appraisal committee is not acceptable to the Government entity or to the property
owners concerned, steps should be taken to institute condemnation proceedings. In accordance with the provisions
of section sixty-four (h), two thousand one hundred six (f) and two thousand two hundred forty-five of the
Revised Administrative Code, and the procedure outlined in the Code of Civil Procedure, as amended. An effort
should be made to have the report of the Committee introduced as evidence in court in order that it may be taken
into consideration by the court in fixing the price of the property.
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(d) In the case of all public improvements where it is necessary to acquire private property through condemnation
proceedings, construction work shall not be started until the court of proper jurisdiction has fixed the amount of
bond to be filed by the Government and authorized entry upon the property and unless sufficient funds are
obligated or set aside to cover a reasonable estimate of the cost of such private property.

Executive Order Numbered Four hundred ninety, series of nineteen hundred thirty-four, is hereby repealed.

Done at the City of Manila, this twenty-seventh day of December, in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and
thirty-seven, and of the Commonwealth of the Philippines, the third.

(Sgd.) MANUEL L. QUEZON
President of the Philippines

By the President:

(Sgd.) ELPIDIO QUIRINO
Secretary of the Interior

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 132, December 27, 1937

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 132, December 27, 1937

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


