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BARREDO, J.:

After a review of the record, the Court believes that at the most, respondent may have committed an error of
judgment. Thereis no clear showing of bad faith on his part.

Complainant was the offended party in a case of serious physical injuries thru reckless imprudence, Criminal Case
No. 47207; entitled People of the Philippines vs. Edgar Jarantilla. The prosecution tried to prove that complainant
was sideswiped by the car of accused Jarantilla. On the other hand, the defense presented evidence tending to
show that it was not the vehicle of said accused that hit him. Evaluating the evidence, respondent judge found for
the accused. We have read the decision, and We cannot see any indication that the same is the product of a
prejudiced mind.

The circumstances pointed to by complainant regarding the past relationship of respondent with Mayor Rodolfo
Ganzon of Iloilo City and his direct or indirect intervention in the case do not to Our mind sufficiently establish
that respondent has acted without regard to the high standards required of him as ajudge. Charges against judges
for rendering malicious decisions must be proven by strong and convincing evidence. Otherwise, judges would be
at the mercy of disgruntled litigants against whom adverse actions might have to be taken.

WHEREFORE, the complaint is dismissed.

Fernando, Chairman, Antonio, Aquino and Concepcion Jr., JJ., concur.
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