RULES OF COURT - EN BANC - FEBRUARY 4, 2025

RESOLUTION

A.M. No. 25-01-13-SC, February 04, 2025

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/a-m-no-25-01-13/

WHEREAS, the 2019 Amendments to the 1997 Rules of Civil Procedure took effect on May 1, 2020;

WHEREAS, this Court, in A.M. No. 22-04-26-SC, crafted the Strategic Plan for Judicial Innovations 2022-2027,
which lays down the reform initiatives necessary toward achieving a technology-driven Judiciary;

WHEREAS, akey activity under the Innovation outcome of the Strategic Plan for Judicia Innovations 2022-2027
is the development of an eCourt System Version 2.0 (eCourt PH 2.0) for the digitalization of adjudication, a key
component of which is the digital filing and service of al pleadings, motions, and other court documents as well
asthe digital service of court ordersin civil cases,

WHEREAS, on August 20, 2024, this Court issued the Guidelines on the Submission of Electronic Copies of
Pleadings and Other Court Submissions Being Filed Before the Lower Courts Pursuant to the Efficient Use of
Paper Rule/Moving Towards Digital Courts: Component One: Transition to Electronic Filing and Service of
Pleading, Motions and Other Documents as Well as Digital Services of al Ordersin Civil Cases,

WHEREAS, this Court, in the Resolution dated November 26, 2024 in A.M. No. 19-10-20-SC, approved the
Interim Rule on the Electronic Filing and Service of Pleadings, Judgments, and Other Papers in Civil Cases,
which became Rule 13-A of the 1997 Rules of Civil Procedure, as amended by the Resolution dated October 15,
2019 in the same administrative matter;

WHEREAS, Rule 13-A provides for mandatory electronic filing and service of pleading, motions, and other paper
for civil casesin the first- and second-level courts only;

WHEREAS, under Section 1, Rule 13-A, specia proceedings are not covered by mandatory electronic filing and
service of pleadings, motions, and other papers for civil casesin the first- and second-level courts;

WHEREAS, cases concerning the declaration of absolute nullity of marriage and annulment of marriage are
currently classified as special proceedings, with the Benchbook for Trial Court Judges specifically categorizing
the declaration of nullity of marriage under Article 36 of the Family Code as a special proceeding;

WHEREAS, the litigation of cases involving the declaration of absolute nullity of marriage and annulment of
marriage is procedurally similar to the prosecution of civil actions;

NOW, THEREFORE, acting on the recommendation of the Office of the Court Administrator, this Court, sitting
En Banc, resolves to include cases involving the declaration of absolute nullity of marriage and annulment of
marriage under the coverage of Rule 13-A by amending Section 1 of the said Rule to read as follows:

SECTION 1. Coverage. — This Rule shall govern the electronic filing of al pleadings, motions, and other
papers, as well as their service, except those for which a different mode of service is prescribed. This Rule
shall be applicable exclusively in:
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1

Cases involving the declaration of absolute nullity of marriage and annulment of marriage; and

2)
Civil cases before first- and second-level courts.

Aside from item (1), no other cases falling under the classification of specia proceedings shall be covered by
thisRule.

This Rule shall have no suppletory effect on other types of cases. (Amendments underscored)

This amendment shall take effect following its publication in the Official Gazette or in two newspapers of general
circulation.

February 4, 2025, Manila, Philippines.

(Sgd.) ALEXANDER G. GESMUNDO
Chief Justice

(Sgd.) MARVIC M.V.F. LEONEN
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(Sgd.) JAPAR B. DIMAAMPAO
Associate Justice

(Sgd.) JOSE MIDAS P. MARQUEZ
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(Sgd.) ANTONIO T. KHO, JR.
Associate Justice
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