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ANTONIO, J.:
Respondent Judge is charged with:

1. Abuse of authority for issuing warrants of arrest against the accused without first conducting a thorough
examination of the witnesses for the prosecution as shown by his failure to subpoena the barrio captain who could
testify that the accused took only two cavans of palay and not fifteen cavans as aleged in the criminal complaint;
and

2. Ignorance of the law for fixing excessive bail bonds, for imposing a penalty not within the range prescribed by
law, and for committing the said accused upon conviction to the municipal jail instead of the provincial jail.

On July 6, 1970, complainants executed a joint affidavit explaining that their complaint against respondent was
prepared by Atty. Nicanor Sorongon of lloilo City and that they were made to sign the same without any
explanation from the said lawyer and that they believed that their complaint was against Florentino Magalona who
accused their sons. As a consequence of the withdrawal by the complainants of their charges, Executive District
Judge Egmedio V. Nietes of the Court of First Instance of lloilo did not conduct a formal investigation but
confined himself to an examination of the records of the cases involved, as everything that concerns the
administrative charges could be verified from the records, and on the basis thereof considered respondent's
explanantion satisfactory and recommended his exoneration.

We have carefully reviewed the records of this case. As regards the first charge, respondent conducted the
requisite preliminary examination through searching questions and answers as shown by the sworn statements of
Florentino Magalona and Godofredo Ganancia (Annexes "1" and "2"). Having been convinced on the basis
thereof of the existence of a probable cause for believing that the persons whose arrest was sought committed the
crime charged, there was no necessity for respondent to subpoena other witnesses, as he considered the testimony
of those presented already sufficient. As to the barrio captain, it appears that complainants wanted said officia to
testify on their affidavits admitting that they stole only two (2) sacks and not fifteen (15) sacks of palay.
Respondent explained that he had no knowledge of the existence of those affidavits, and assuming that they
existed they involve a matter of defense which could be presented by them during the trial of this case.

As to the second charge, it also appears that the bail of P3,000.00 for each of the accused is not excessive,
considering the imposable penalty for the crime of theft charged in the complaint, which is prision correctional in
its minimum and medium periods (Art. 309, Revised Penal Code) and the provisions of Circular No. 47, dated
July 5, 1946, and Circular No. 48 of July 18, 1963, of the Department of Justice. The reasonableness of the rates
of bail recommended in the aforecited Department of Justice Circulars has previously received this Court's
imprimatur in Edafio v. Cea, L-6821, May 10, 1954, and Villasenor v. Abano, L-23599, September 29, 1967.
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Finally, the record does not show that the accused were actually committed to the municipal jail. Upon the other
hand, respondent's letter of October 13, 1969 (Annex "3") indicates that said accused were sent to the provincial
warden for commitment to the provincia jail.

WHEREFORE, the aforecited charges against respondent are hereby dismissed and he is hereby authorized to
receive the retirement benefits and the money value of accumulated and unused vacation and sick leaves due to
him.

Makalintal, Acting C.J., Ruiz Castro, Fernando Teehankee, Barredo, Makasiar, and Esguerra, JJ., concur,
Zadivar, J., ison leave.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library A.M. No. 214-MJ. August 15, 1974

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



