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FERNANDO, J.:

The commitment of the judiciary to the ideal of justice impartialy administered, in reality as well as in
appearance, is a truism. When municipal judges were allowed to practice, it was not unreasonable to harbor the
suspicion that their appearance before other municipal courts could in close cases tilt the balance in their favor.
Hence the directive of the Department of Justice prohibiting them from practicing therein. It was the
non-observance thereof by Judge Virgilio Sy Javier of Sta. Praxedes, Cagayan that was the basis of an
administrative complaint against him. It turned out that on several occasions, after his appointment as such
municipal judge, respondent appeared as counsel for the accused Juanito Dascil in a preliminary investigation for
amurder charge in Criminal Case No. 688, pending before the municipal court of Sanchez Mira, Cagayan. There
was vigorous opposition on such appearance on the part of the counsel for complainant but respondent persisted.
The complaint against the accused therein was dismissed.

The matter was then referred for investigation to District Judge Victorino A. Savellano of the Court of First
Instance of Sanchez Mira, Cagayan. Thereafter, with both complainant and respondent being duly heard, he
submitted his report. He stressed therein that the high regard of the public for the judiciary would be minimized if
judges failed to obey circulars intended to "strengthen the people's abiding faith” in judicia impartiality. There
could be an erosion thereof if one municipa judge can appear before another. Rightfully, the suspicion may be
entertained that the sense of fraternity among the men on the bench may influence the disposition of cases.
Accordingly, he recommended that respondent be admonished.

Such recommendation of mere admonition is, however, according to our Judicial Consultant, too mild a penalty
considering the rather defiant attitude exhibited by respondent. To impress upon him the seriousness of the
infraction, it is his submission that respondent be censured and reprimanded. Such a recommendation meets with
our approval.

WHEREFORE, respondent Judge Virgilio Sy Javier is censured for his failure to obey and respect the Department
of Justice circular prohibiting municipal judges from appearing for party litigants in municipal courts.

Let acopy of this resolution be spread on his record.

Barredo, Antonio, Aquino, and Concepcion, Jr., JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 2
Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library A.M. No. 196-MJ. April 30, 1975

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 2
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



